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Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering.—Heb. x. 29, 
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THE STATE OF THE DEPARTED. 
{[conrINUED FROM PAGE 91.]} 

It would avail but little in favour 
of any doctrine, to prove that it is 
the doctrine of the Church, unless 
it be also sanctioned by the Word 
of God. “The Bible is the religion 
of Protestants.”” To the law, then, 
and to the testimony, let us make 
our final appeal. On the subject 
before us as well as on every other, 
the Prayer Book and Homilies are 
in perfect harmony with the volume 
of inspiration. Although the Old 
Testament sheds a much feebler 
light upon the future state of man 
than the New—for it is through the 
Gospel that life and immortality are 
more especially brought to light— 
yet even the Old Testament uses 
language, which, taken in its most 
obvious and natural signification, 
teaches that the souls of the righte- 
ous are admitted into Heaven at 
death. The expressions to which I 
allude, it must however be confess- 
ed, are not free from ambiguity, and 
may perhaps be reconciled with the 
opinion I am endeavouring to over- 
throw. I therefore do not rely upon 
them, and shall merely remark that 
the place to which the Jewish Doc- 
tors teach that the souls of the righte- 
ous ascend after they are delivered 
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from the burden of the flesh, is the 
seventh or most exalted and glori- 
ous Heaven. 

In the 2 Cor. v. St.Paul professed- 
ly treats of the subject under consid- 
eration. It is not introduced incident- 
ally, but taken up by design, and ful- 
ly discussed. To that chapter, there- 
fore, may we look with peculiar pro- 
priety for information respecting our 
condition after death. The language 
of the Apostle is indeed highly figu- 
rative; but his metaphors, far from ob- | 
scuring, greatly illustrate his mean- 
ing. He represents the body as being 
the tabernacle of the soul during the 
present life. But death will soon 
dissolve this earthly house; what 
will then become of the spirit which 
inhabits it? There is a residence 
prepared for it, not beneath the sur- 
face of the earth, not in some un- 
heard of region of the universe, but 
in that place, the bare mention of 
which, fills the Christian’s heart with 
rapture. “We have (says he) a 
building of God, an house not made 
with hands, eternal in the Heavens.”’ 
The place which we are here in- 
formed is to be our residence, when 
death consigns our bodies to the 
tomb, is the most glorious Heaven . 
mentioned in the Bible. If any of 
my readers wish for the proof of 
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this, he may find it by referring to 
the 6th, 7th, and 8th verses of this 
chapter. There he will perceive 
that the Heavens in the first verse, 
can be none other than the place to 
which our Saviour has ascended. 
When absent from the body, the 
Apostle expected to be present with 
Him. This passage of Scripture, 
then, to my mind appears perfectly 
conclusive. Is there any method of 
explaining away its obvious import, 
and making it assert, that when the 
body is dissolved by death, the soul 
shall not have “a building of God, 
a house not made with hands, eter- 
nal in the heavens’? It surely will 
not be pretended by any reasonable 
man, that we are not to obtain pos- 
session of the heavenly habitation 
till after the resurrection of the body, 
Such a supposition refutes | itself, 
and is too absurd to be noticed.— 
Another passage of Scripture to 
which I would refer is, the one that 
records the martyrdom of Stephen. 
He saw Heaven opened, and Jesus 
standing on the right hand of God; 
and with his expiring breath, he said, 
Lord Jesus receive my spirit. Did 
not he expect to be with his ascend- 
ed Lord, when his enemies should 
have done the work of death and 
set his immortal spirit free? In the 
12th chapter of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, is another passage which 
admits of but one interpretation.— 
There the Apostle speaks of the 
glorious inhabitants of the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jeru- 
salem; and among them are enume- 
rated the spirits of just men made 
perfect, that is, who had finished 
their course on earth, obtained their 
reward, and entered into that rest 
which remains for the people of God 
Finally, in the Revelation of St. John, 
we are so clearly taught that the 
souls of the righteous, who have de- 
parted this life, are in Heaven, that 
it is surprising how any one who 
has read that portion of Scripture, 
can believe that they have only an 
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expectation of its bliss. It is 
true that this book is deeply myste- 
rious; but the plainest Christian can 
understand much of its contents; 
can read it with instruction and de- 
light. I can see no reason why the 
obscurity that envelops many of its 
prophecies should lead us to doubt, 
whether we understand its plain and 
impressive exhortations to diligence 
and zeal in our Christian calling, or 
its sublime and glowing descriptions 
of Heaven and i's inhabitants. The 
holy Apostle informs us in the 4th 
chapter, that he heard a voice sum- 
moning him to ascend up into Hea- 
ven. Immediately he was in the 
Spirit, and Heaven with all its glory 
was unveiled to his view. There 
he heard those who had been re- 
deemed to God by the blood of 
Christ, out of every kindred and 
tongue and people and nation, join-. 
ing with angels in the worship of 
Him who sat upon the throne; 
there he saw those who had come 
out of great tribulation, and had 
washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb, and 
the elder said unto him: *There- 
fore are they before the throne of 
God, and serve him day and night 
in his temple: and he that sitteth on 
the throne shall dwell among them. 
They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more; neither shall the 
sun light on them, nor any heat.— 
For the Lamb, which is in the midst 
of the throne, shall feed them, and 
shall lead them unto living fountains 
of waters: and God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes.” That 
such is the blessedness of the righte- 
ous, such their employment and 

their dwelling place, before the re- 

surrection of their bodies; must be 

evident to every person who has 

any acquaintance with the book of 
Revelation. Every scene exhibited 

in that wonderful book, until we 

come to the 12th verse of the 20th 

chapter, is manifestly to precede 

the resurrection of the dead, and 
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the final Judgment. 

To confirm the interpretation now 
given of these passages of Scripture, 
by showing its accordance with the 
views of the Fathers of our Church, 
I shall subjoin a few extracts from 
the Homilies against the fear of 
death: “Jt ie God, (saith St. Paul) 
which hath prepared us unto im- 
mortality; and the same is he which 


ery 
hath given an earnest of the Spirit. 


Therefore let us always be of good 
comfort; for we know that so long 
as we be in the body, we be (as it 
were) far trom God in a strange 
country, subject to many perils, 
walking without perfect sight and 
knowledge of Almighty God, only 
seeing him by faith in Holy Scrip- 
tures. But we have a courage and 
desire rather to be at home with 
God and our Saviour Christ, far 
from the body, where we may be- 
hold bis Godhead as he is, face to 
face, to our everlasting comfort.— 
These be St. Paul’s words in effect, 
whereby we may perceive, that the 
life ia this world is likened to a pil- 
primage in a strange country, far 
rom God; and that death delivering 
us from our bodies, doth send us 
straight home into our own country; 
and maketh us to dwell presently 
with God in everlasting rest and 
quietness.” 

“Our Saviour now hath perform- 
ed the whole work of our redemp- 
tion, and is gloriously ascended into 
Heaven, to prepare our dwelling 
place with him, and said unto his 
Father; Father, I will that where 
Iam, my servants shall be with me. 
And we know that whatsoever 
Christ wills, his Father wills the 
same; wherefore it cannot be, but, 
if we be his faithful servants, our 
souls shall be with him after our de- 
parture out of this present life. St. 
Stephen when he was stoned to 
death, even in the midst of his tor- 
ments, what was his mind most 
upon? When he was full of the 
Holy Ghost (saith Scriptures) hav- 
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ing his eyes lifted up into Heaven, 
he saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing on the right hand of God. 
The which truth, after he had con- 
fessed boldly before the enemies of 
Christ, they drew him out of the 
city and there they stoned him, who 
cried unto God saying, Lord Jesus 
Christ, take my Spirit.” “And we 
see by Holy Scriptures and other 
ancient histories of Martyrs, that the 
holy, faithful, and righteous, ever 
since Christ’s ascension, or going up, 
in their death did not doubt, but 
that they went to Christ in spirit, 
which is our life, health, wealth, and 
salvation. John, in his Revelation, 
saw an hundred and forty and four 
thousand virgins and innocents, of 
whom he said, these follow the Lamb 
Jesus Christ wheresoever he goeth.” 
I proceed now to examine the ar- 
guments by which the opinion I 
have taken the liberty to controvert, , 
is supported by its able and learned 
advocates. They affirm that their’s 
is the doctrine of the Church. In 
proof of this, they quote the prayer 
for Christ’s Church militant, where 
we are taught to beseech God, “that 
we with all those who have depart- 
ed this life in his faith and fear, may 
be partakers of his heavenly King- 
doin,” and they tell us “that the hap- 
piness of Heaven is here considered 
as a future event, in respect to those 
departed as well as to ourselves.” If 
so, then are they as well as our- 
selves included in the prayer. But 
does our Church pray for the dead? 
If not, then in this prayer she may 
assume, that those who have depart- 
ed this life in the faith and fear of 
God, already enjoy the “happiness 
of Heaven:” and teach us to pray 
for a participation in their joys. Cer- 
tainly this language may be easily 
reconciled with what has been shown 
to be the doctrine of the Church, in 
the commencement of this paper. 
An appeal is also made to the buri- 
al service, where the Church prays 
toe God, that “we, with all those who 
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are departed in the true faith of his 


holy name, may have our ferfect i 
'to Heaven, when summoned trom 


consummation and blisa both in| 
body and soul,’ in his eternal and | 
everlasting glory.” 
this prove? Why surely nothing | 
more than that the “perfect con- 

summation and bliss” of the whole 

man, soul and body, cannot be ex- 

perienced till after the resurrection, 

This truth, no one who believes in 

the resurrection of the body, will 

deny.” But how does this prove that 

the soul while absent from the body, 

is notin Heaven? It proves indeed, 

that “the faithful who are departed, 

have not yet their perfect consum- 
mation and bliss, both in body and 

soul.” But this is a notion that need- 
ed not to be refuted: no man in his 

senses could ever entertain it for a 

moment. . The point to be proved 

is not the self-evident proposition, 

that the body, so long as it lies a mass 
of corruption in the grave, does not 

experience its consummation and 
bliss; but that the soul is, in the 
mean time, excluded from Heaven 
and the presence of Christ, and shut 
up, most probably, in the dark and 
dreary caverns of the earth. 

These are all the proofs I have 
ever seen adduced, that the Church 
teaches the doctrine of “a separate 
place,” except the expression (which 
I shall hereafter examine) in the 
Apostle’s creed: “he went into the 
place of departed Spirits.” 

A variety of references are made to 
the Scriptures. Some of the passa- 
ges quoted, are so manifestly irrelev- 
ant, that I cannot stop to notice them. 
The most important, and those upon 
which my opponents rest the 
strength of their cause, I proceed 
to lay before the readers of the Re- 
pertory; and shall subject them to 
the test of common sense, and so- 
ber and candid criticism. I trust, 
we shall not be driven to the con- 
clusion that the Bible contradicts it- 
self; maintaining (as we have seen it 
does maintain) in some places, but 
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denying in others, the consoling 
doctrine of the Christian’s admission 


this world 

Our Saviour said to the penitent 
thief, this day shalt thou be with me 
in Paradise. “Paradise and Heaven, 


| (says Bishop Horsely) are not the 
;same: for to Heaven our Lord as- 
| cended, not tll after his resurrec- 


| tion, as appears from his own words 
to Mary Magdalene; ‘touch me not, 
‘for [have not yet ascended? He 
| was not therefore in Heaven on the 
day of the Crucifixion; and where 
he was not, the thief could not be 
with him. It was no place of tor- 
ment, for to any such place, the 
name of Paradise never was ap- 
plied. It could be no other than the 
region of repose and rest; where the 
souls of the righteous abide in joy- 
ful hope of the cousummation of 
their bliss.” This reasoning is per- 
fectly conclusive, and the doctrine 
of “a separate place” fully estab. 
lished, if the foundation upon which 
the Bishop has made it to rest be of 
rock, and not of sand. His argu- 
ment ‘depends entirely upon the im- 
port of our Saviour’s words to Mary 
Magdalene. Did he speak of his 
soul, and intend to inform us that it 
was not received into Heaven, when 
he bowed his head and said, “Fa- 
ther into thy hands I commend my 
Spirit’? If it appear on reflection 
upon his words, that this question 
cannot with certainty be answered 
in the affirmative, then the argu- 
ment falls to the ground, and the 
soul of our Redeemer, and that of 
the penitent saved by his grace, 
may have been received into Hea- 
ven at death, although he said to 
Mary, “I have not yet ascended.” 
Why may we not suppose that he 
spoke these words in reference 
merely to the ascension of his whole 
person, soul and body, which had 
not then taken place? For my part, 
I cannot forbear saying, that the Bi- 
shop’s interpretation appears too 
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much like the far-fetched invention 
of a man oppressed with the diff 
culty of mab taining a favourite hy- 
pothesis. Can it be supposed, that 
our Saviour would give it as a rea 
son why Mary should not touch him, 
that his soul during its separation 
from the body, had not ascended 
into Heaven? It is only by adopt- 
ing an interpretation of his words, 
that entirely subverts the argument 
of Bishop Horsely, that we can per- 
ceive any pertinency or propriety in 
his reply to Mary. If we admit 
that he had no reference to the sep- 
arate state of his soul, and spake 
only of that ascension of his whole 
person which was soon to take place, 
this passage of Scripture may be 
satisfactorily explained; otherwise it 
must, I apprehend, remain for ever 
unintelligible. The following expo- 
sition of it. which 1 am inclined to 
prefer to any I have seen, is trans- 
lated from a Commentary of inesti- 
mable value, on the Gospel of John 

“Mary Magdalene, as soon as she 
recognized Jesus, seems to have 
done the same which Mary the wife 
of James and Salome did, to wit: to 
have fallen down at the knees of Je- 
sus; which among the Jews is the 
mode of veneration, and a sign of 
supreme devotion and submission 

“And this also is denoted by the 
verb axreoda, which signifies to em- 
brace, tv take hold of the knees, to 
fall on the ground at the feet of any 
one—and indicates the veneration 
paid by Mary to our Lord. This 
evidence of her piety was by no 
means displeasing to our Saviour. 

“But because Mary prolonged 
this act of devotion, and remained 
fallen on the ground at his feet for a 
long time on account of her joy, 
and could not be satisfied with ex- 
pressing her piety, love, gratulation, 
delight and transport; our Lord 
at length directed her to arise, and 
without delay to go to his other 
friends and announce to them what 
she had seen. 
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ing put for the present of future,) 


the earth, and hereafter you will have 
‘opportunity of seeing me and testi- 


' 
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“He also adds, this remarkable 
reason for his direction: “for I have 
not vet ascended to mv Father,” that 
is, | do not immediately ascend, or 
I am not on the point of ascending 
to the Father, (the preterit time be- 


I shall remain yet for some time on 


fying your affection for me; now it 
is especially necessary that you 
should goto my disciples and friends, 
and inform them that I shall soon 
ascend to my Father and yours,”—= 
[ Tittman’s Commentary upon the 
Gospel according to St. John.] 
The expression I have not yet 
ascended, cannot, without the great- 





‘est violence, be employed to deter- 


mine the import of the word Para- 


| dise, in the promise of our Lord to 


‘the penitent thief. 





It may mean 
Heaven notwithstanding. That it 
does mean Heaven, an examination 
of the two remaining places where it 
is used in the New Testament, will 
render certain. It is highly proba- 
ble that the third Heaven and Para- 
dise in the 12th chap. 2d Cor. are 
used as different names for the 
same place. The third verse has 
every appearance of being one of 
those emphatical repetitions which 
abound in the writings of St. Paul. 
The contrary supposition is attend- 
ed with serious difficulties. It in- 
volves the necessity of believing 
what the advocates of a separate 
place would especially be unwilling 
to allow, that Paradise is the more 
exalted and glorious place of the 
two, The Apostle mentions it last, 
as ifit were the most distant region, 
to which he ascended in his celestial 
journey, and while he met with no- 
thing worthy of notice in the third 
Heaven, in Paradise he was favoured 
with “visions and revelations of the 
Lord,” heard unspeakable words, 
which it is not lawful fora man to 
utter. These difficulties can be ob- 
viated only by supposing with Ori- 
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gen, the most learned of the Fathers, 
and with the ablest modern Lexico- 
graphers, that the two words are 
used by the Apostle as synono- 
mous. Paradise is used again, in 
the 2d chap. Rev. and there without | 
a question, it means heaven. This, | 
the advocates of a separate place, | 
admit. But to avoid the conclusion | 
to which they would be led, thev 





tell us that it is used figuratively; as | 
if it could be used in any other! 
manner, unless when applied to a) 
garden, its literal signification. The | 


language of our Saviour, therefore. 
to the penitent thief, is precisely 
the same, as if he had said, “this 
day shalt thou be with me in Hea- 


ven, that Paradise of exquisite plea- | 


sure and delight.” 

Another argument to be examin- 
ed, is derived from the prophecy of 
Christ’s resurrection, “thou wilt not 
leave my soul in Hell, nor suffer thv 
Holy one to see corruption,” and 
the expression in the Creed, “he 
went into the place of departed 
spirits.” Now it is on all sides 
granted that sHrot and Hapes are 
the same as the invisible world, or 
the world of spirits in English— 
These words determine nothing 
whatever, as to the state or place of 
the departed. To say that the spirit 
ofa man has gone to HapEs, but that 
it shall not be left there, nor his body 
suffered to sce corruption, is merely 
saying, that he is dead, and shall 
rise again. Such is the simple 
meaning ofa prophecy which has 
suffered grievously from the hands 
of critics and commentators. It 
was quoted by an inspired Apostle 
to prove the resurrection of Christ; 
and whoever attempts to make use 
of it, to prove that his soul went 
not to Heaven at his death, will la- 
bour in vain. This prophecy and 
the words in the Creed, affirm no 
thing more than that his soul went 
into another world, an_ invisible 
state, the place of departed spirits. 
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at issue, nor throw any light on the 
question, whether it went to Hea- 
ven, or Hell, or some other place. 
It is, indeed, a well known fact, 
that the popular belief of the He- 
brews, Greeks and Romans, placed 
the abodes of departed spirits, both 
righteous and wicked, beneath the 
surface of the earth. The advo- 
cates of the doctrine, I am examin- 
ing, insist much upon this fact, as 
if it were an argument in their fa- 
vour. But what weight it can have 
when opposed by the word of God, 
I must leave to my readers to de- 
termine. 

“No man,” said our Saviour, 
“hath ascended up into Heaven,” 
and saith St. Peter, ‘David hath 
not yet ascended into the Heavens,” 
are also quoted as proof passages. 
‘The context plainly shows that in 
the first of these passages, our Sa- 
viour had no reference to the state 
of departed souls. That was a 
subject entirely foreign from his 
purpose, and could not have been 
in his mind, nor in that of his hear- 
ers. He denies the ability of mere 
men, to instruct us in the counsels 
of God, for no one of them had ever 
ascended up into Heaven, and re- 
turned to enlighten the world.— 
This was the prerogative of the Son 
of man, who was in Heaven. The 
other passage is liable to the same 
objection. It manifestly alludes to 


take place after the resurrection of 
his body from the grave. The rea- 
son given by St. Peter, why the pro- 
phecy could not be applied to him, 
and the proof of his not having as- 
cended into the Heavens, was, that 
his sepulchre was with them “until 
that day.” The stress which is 
laid in the Bible, on the resurrec- 
tion of the body, and the account It 
gives of the day of judgment, are 
thought to be inconsistent with the 
doctrine I am endeavouring to es- 
tablish. The importance attached 








They do net even touch the point 


te the resurrection of the body, is 


that ascension of David, which is to. 
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owing ina great degree to its being | 
identified with the hope of immor- 
tality. Ifthere be no resurrection, 
then Christ is not risen, and the cer- 
tainty of a future state is gone.— 
The glorification of the body is also 
desirable, because it is an event 
that will doubtless, greatly height- 
en the happiness of Heaven. As 
to the day of judgment, we know too 
little of its nature and design, and 
of the manner in which it will be 
conducted, to infer with any cer- 
tainty that it is consistent with tbe 
admission of the soul of a Christian 
while absent from the body, to some 
“separate place” of great enjoy- 
ment, but not to Heaven itself. 

It is said, that the doctrine 
against which I am writing, is that 
of many eminent divines, and a long 
list of illustrious men, who were its 
strenuous advocates, has been pro- 
duced. But other names not less 
in number, nor inferior in learning, 
might be exhibited onthe opposite 
side. An appeal to authority, how- 
ever, will have little or no weight 
with men of reflection. It was re- 
marked by Cicero, that there was 
no opinion so absurd, but some dis- 
tinguished philosopher had main- 
tained it. How well this remark 
applies to theology, no one conver- 
sant in its history needs to be told.— 
The Fathers also, it is said, hold to 
a separate place. No man should 
venture to assert what they teach 
concerning any subject, until he has, 
with a mind well qualified for the 
task, bestowed many years of in- 
tense study upon their voluminous 
works. The rash and pedantic 
manner of appealing to the fathers, 
which we often witness, has excited 
teo much disgust in the writer’s 
mind, to allow him to be guilty of 
the offence himself. He, therefore, 
does not presume to say what their 
opinions were. 

( The subject will be concluded 
in our next number, by some frac- 
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tical remarke on the importance of 
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a frofer preparation for a future 
state. ) 


[For the Repertory.]} 
REFLECTIONS ON A SABBATH 
MORNING, 

I awoke to the light of this holy 
day, with a sincere thankfulness to 
God my Saviour, under the shadow 
of whose Almighty wings I had re- 
posed, and who had refreshed me 
during the night past with comforta- 
ble rest. I welcomed the sacred 
day that commemorated the finish- 
ing of all his sufferings in my be- 
half, and bore testimony to that glo- 
rious triumph with whick he ascend- 
ed from the tomb. I rejoiced in the 
reflection, that his gracious Spirit 
was still with me, and “in the mul- 
titude of my thoughts within me, 
his comforts delighted my soul.”— 
After lifting my heart in undissem- 
bled gratitude to him, for his pre- 
serving mercy, and for that love 
which redeemed my soul from eter- 
nal death, I arose from m» ‘rd, 
joyful and refreshed, for the ~~ - 
formance of all the solemi disteus -* 
the day. 

As I walked abroad fren, my 
house, all nature seemed filled with 
the presence of the Deity. The 
sun was just arising upon the earth, 
and every object was illuminated by 
his glorious beams. The trees 
dropping with the last night’s dew, 
reflected his beauty from every 
leaf; while the whole surface of the 
earth, glittering with the borrowed 
lustre, seemed to smile a welcome 
to his appearance. A peculiar still- 
ness and tranquility pervaded the 
scene. The beasts of the field re- 
joicing in their liberty from weekly 
servitude, appeared to recognize 
the day of rest. No sounds of hu- 
man labour were heard to disturb 
the quiet of this solemn hour; but 
every object which presented itself 
before me, served to indicate the 
arrival of the Sabbath of the Lord. 
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So fresh and fragrant was the at- 
mosphere, 80 harmonious and joy- 
ful were all the animated works of 
God, sv peaceful and undisturbed 
this sacred season, that it called to 
mind that first morning of the 
world, which the Creator’s rest hal- 
lowed for the Sabbath:—when all 
his creatures, fresh from his form- 
ing hand, rejoicing in the exercise 
of their new-made powers, united to 
raise him for his goodness, and to 
glorify that mercy, which was over 
all his works;—when at the con- 
templation of his wisdom and good- 
ness, “the morning stars sang toge- 
ther, and all the Sons of God shout- 
ed for joy.” 

I rejoiced in the recollection, that 
the same omnipotent Being, who 
first brought all this beauty and or- 
der out of nothing, who spake the 
word, and all was made, who com- 
manded and every thing stood fast. 
was still present in all his works, 
and guiding with the hand of mercy, 
the various springs which animated 
and moved the whole. Evidences 
of his unlimited tenderness and love, 
I saw impressed upon all his crea- 
tures. And while amidst such un- 
bounded goodness, perverse and re- 
bellious man has by transgression, 
rendered himself an exception 
among the works of God, I marked 
the same kind hand bringing good 
out of evil, and causing even the 
monuments of human depravity, to 
stand as lasting witnesses of his 
coinpassion. I felt myself an 
anomaly in creation. Every thing 
around me seemed to have but a 
single aim. The glory of their 
Maker’s name, was the subject of 
their united song. I alone, stood a 
sinner amidst universal obedience 
and gratitude. I was filled with 
shame at the reflection, that even 
the brutes which perish, bore testi- 
mony against me;—the law of their 
creation they fulfilled, while by the 
rule of mine, which I had openly 
and frequently transgressed, my 
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life was forfeit to the justice of my 
God. Humbled with a conscious- 
ness of my aggravated guilt, I cast 
my thoughts to that glorified Re- 
deemer, who for my sins made for 
a little while, lower than the angels, 
was now crowned with glory and 
honour. I remembered that he 
had made my peace with God, and 
had offered a perfect ransom for my 
soul. Ip his love, which had been 
shown me when I was dead in tres- 
passes and sins, [ found comfort and 
peace. I hastened to the retire- 
ment of my closet, that I might en- 
joy his presence and grace, pour 
out my soul to him in grateful pray- 
er, and read of all his unspeakable 
love. 

“Open thou mine eyes,”” was my 
heartfelt petition, as I sat down to 
the perusal of the word of God; 
“Open thou mine eves, that I may 


| behold wondrous things out of thy 


law.” Topened the precious vol- 
ume at the thirteenth chapter of St. 
John; and as I read those last con- 
versations of the Redeemer with his 
disciples, so meek and tender in all 
their admonitions, so patient and 
submissive under all the perverse- 
ness of his followers, so spiritual 
and heavenly in their exhortations, 
so sincere and inspiring in their en- 








couragements and promises,—my 
soul was filled with his love; I 
seemed to myself, to be seated 
with him at that sacred feast, and 
would put far from me, the hour of 
separation, I felt ready to say with 
Peter, “Lord I will go with thee to 
prison and unto death.” How 
wonderful, I exclaimed to myself, 
is such love for sinners! How can 
I ever deny him, or be ashamed of 
his Cross! 

I marked his meek reproof to the 
disciple who betrayed him; the pa- 
tience and tranquility with which he 
awaited the hour of his passion; the 
unruffied continuance of his com- 
munion with his little flock, after the 





traitor had departed for the accom- 
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plishment of his horrid plan. And 
when his heavenly instructions to 
his followers were all communica- 
ted, my attention was chained to the 
sublune address to his Father in 
Heaven, with which he closed this 
interesting scene. 


me. I thought 1 could almost hear 
the voice that uttered ite I could 
see his earnestness and intense af- 
fection for his trembling flock, and 
the precious tear of sympathy for 
their trials and their dangers, rolling 
from his uplifted eyes, as he com- 
mended all their wants to God.— 
“QO blessed Lord,’ I exclaimed, 
‘was all this love for me? Dicdst 
thou intercede for me in truth, even 
when 1 knew thee not; and have I 
crucified thee afresh by my sins, 
and put thee to an open shame ?— 
Yes, itis true, I have been the chief 
of sinners, but thy prayer was heard; 
God called me back to him from 
the ways of transgressors, and made 
me to know thee, and to rejoice in 
the experience of thy love.” 

My heart overflowed with a re- 
membrance of my Saviour’s good- 
ness. 1 called to mind all the mani- 
festations of his grace. I remem 
bered all the ways, through which 
he had led me to a knowledge of 
his truth; and, even when he gave 
me joy in believing in his name, 
how often I had resisted all his mer- 
ciful interference, had wandered 
from his holy paths, and been gov- 
cerned by an evil heart of unbelief. 
I remembered the merciful chastise- 
ments which I had received, the 
kind warnings and reproofs which 
had been given me day by day, the 
continual direction of his gracious 
Spirit, which he had vouchsafed me, 
and his forbearance still unexhaust- 
ed, notwithstanding all my rebel- 
lions and backslidings. I was over- 


come with this wonderful love, this 

profusion of unspeakable gifts. I 

Closed my Bible, and cast myself 

upon my knees before him; earnest- 
VOL. 7....N0, 4.19 


I felt it as the | 
intercession of my Saviour even for | 
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ly desiring that the words of my 
mouth, and the meditations of my 
heart might be acceptable in his 
sight. ' 

At that moment, (Ah, would it 
were alway so,) the things of the 
world were banished from my mind: 
I seemed to have cast away every 
weight, and my soul, undisturbed 
by earthly concerns, and loosed 
from the dominion of the lusts of the 
flesh, was elevated to God; and fix- 
ing all its affections upon things 
which are above, my Redeemer 
was evidently before me, as cruci- 
fied for my sins; and by faith in his 
power to save, I could rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
I was comfurted and strengthened 
by my earnest application to him, 
and arose from my knees with a 
joyful assurance of his everlasting 
love. 

Then I thought, that no tempta- 
tions could ever draw me away from 
him. I determined to know nothing 
but Jesus Christ, and him crucified; 
and to labour every day, to adorn his 
doctrine more constantly, and to 
live more entirely by faith in him. 
I desired alway to feel and to la- 
ment my untold pollution of heart, 
and to find security and peace in 
casting all my care upon him; and 
I was fully resolved, through his 
grace, to keep an unrelaxed watch 
over my whole life, that I might no 
more wander from his holy ways. 

In the seclusion of my closet, 
where my Sabbath mornings are 
ever most profitably spent, I reflect- 
ed upon the exceeding great and 
precious privileges, which through 
the Saviour’s love, I am permitted 
to enjoy. The Scriptures of his 
eternal truth continually before me, 
—the word of his Gospel faithfully 
proclaimed to me, upon every Sab- 
bath,—the precious ordinances of 
his Church always inviting my par- 
ticipation, and refreshing my soul 
with spiritual comforts,—the socie- 
ty and example of many of his be- 
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lieving servants, and the attention « 
a pastor, whose delight it is, to be 
ever to me, an instrument of God 
for good; these are some of the mul- 
titude of mercies which I am allow- 
edto receive. Andabove them all, 
that heavenly grace, without which 
all were uscless, which has sancti- 
fied them to my eternal good, and 
taught me to prize them, and to de- 
rive from them the benefit they are 
intended to convey. I thought of 
those countless multitudes of my 
fellow-sinners, who have been born 
and died in a Heathen land, where 
the glad tidings of the Gospel were 
never heard, nor a Saviour’s mercy 
ever known. “Why was I born in 
the midst of light, (I said involunta- 


rily to myself.) and not the child of 


ignorant idolators?” I could find 
no answer, but the wise and merci- 
ful purposes of him, who made me 
thus to differ, and who worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own 
will. I reflected upon the charac- 
ter and issue of almost al! my for- 
mer companions in sin, who have 
either died without hope, or are sti!l 
living aliens from God, and stran- 
gers to the covenant of heavenly 
promise. “Why,” I again exclaim- 
ed, “was I only snatched as a brand 
from the burning, and not allowed 
to go on with them in my own ways. 
and fill myself with mv own desires?” 
Again was I utterly at a loss for any 
reason for this merciful distinction. 
I coutd give none other than that 
God loved me when I was dead in 
trespass and sins, and of his own 
undirected will translated me into 
the kingdom of his dear Son. To 
this sovereign and unrestrained 
grace of my Redeemer, I fled, as 
my only refuge from a thousand 
bewildering questions, and to that 
I gave all the glory for every thing 
that has been done in my behalt.— 
I felt the increased value of the pri- 
vileges which I enjoy, arising from 
the love which bestowed them, and 
the vast addition of responsibility, 


'which by it is imposed upon me; 
‘and to God, I earnestly prayed for 
| ability to bring forth the fruit 
|which he reasonably requires. I 
‘was impressed with the necessity 
arising to me from them, of an in- 
‘tense interest in the awful situation 
of all, who are yet without God in 
the world,—and with the urgent mo- 
tives which they presented to excite 
me to ae constant co-operation in 
every exertion which is made at 
home or abroad, to bring sinners to 
the knowledge of the Lord Jesus.— 
I determined it as my solemn duty, 
to become upon every possible occa- 
sion, a worker together with God, 
in this gracious design. I resolved 
that my substance and my personal 
labours, and my encouragements 
-and my prayers should ever be cor- 
dually directed to the promotion of 
this great end. 

| And in truth, how can I ever tor- 
| get the wretchedness of sinners who 
/have no interest in the Saviour, 
when I look back with such an un- 
| utterable horror, mingled with ear- 
nest gratitude for my wonderful es- 
| cape, upon my own misery and dan- 
‘ger, when he was a stranger to my 
soul. Never did I know the expe- 
‘rience of comfort or content, until 
‘he revealed himself in mercy in my 
heart I had sought happiness from 
a thousand carnal sources, but 
could never find it, until “the love 
of God was shed abroad in my 
heart by the Holy Ghost.” Since 
then I have rejoiced in the liberty of 
a child of God, and feel thankful 
that every day has witnessed a re- 
newed display of the divine love 
and forbearance in my behalf. 

In the enjoyment of reflections 
like these, and in the diligent read- 
ing of the divine word, the Sabbath 
morning past away. The hour of 
public worship arrived—and though 
I felt regret at leaving a retirement 
which had so much refreshed my 
soul, t rejoiced in the new opportu- 
nity of uniting with the great con 
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gregation of his people in the sanc- 
tuary of my God. “How amiable 
are thy courts, O Lord of Hosts”! 
my heart responded to the sum 
mons for the departure; and as | 
proceeded from my house to the 
house of God, in the prospect of 
an enjoyment of all his appointed 
means of spiritual strength, “my 
soul magnified the Lord, and my 
spirit rejoiced in God my Saviour.” 


A COMMENTARY ON THE BURIAL 
OF THE DEAD. 
BY BISHOP KEMP. 


The Burial cf the dead is un- 
questionably an admirable service: 
and were its meaning fully under- 
stood, and its application carefully 
made, it would not fail to produce 
great effect. 

A feeling of veneration for the 
dead, and a decent disposal of the 
body, when the soul has left it, cor- 
respond with our best sentiments 
and most tender affections. But as 
we believe that the condition of the 
soul is then fixed, our funeral ser- 
vice has no other object, but the 
manifestation of our respect for the 
deceased, and the benefit of the 
living. And surely no occasion can 
be more suitable for cherishing de- 
votional feelings, and fixing good 
principles, than when we commit 
our friends or acquaintances to the 
grave. 

Panegyric upon the departed, so 
often injudiciously used, is excluded 
from our office. It is to be viewed 
and perforryed as a most solemn re- 
ligious service; and the different 
parts of it are exceedingly well suit- 
ed to the arrangements of the occa- 
sion. 

It is not easy to divest a funeral 
of the character of a spectacle, so- 
lemn and interesting indeed, but 
barely intended to excite awful feel- 
ings. Our Church considers it as 
an act of religious worship, in which 
all present are expected to engage. 








And it is justly supposed, that the 
minds of all who attend are feelingly 
impressed; some, on account of the 
loss of kind and affectionate rela- 
tions; some, for the privation of 
valuable friends and munificent 
benefactors; some, by seeing their 
fellow-creatures committed to the 
dust. The procession, in this state 
of mind, advances into the habita- 
tion of the dead, crowded with 
monuments of departed friends. 
W hile it moves slowly on, surround- 
ed by these, either towards the 
Church or the grave, the minister 
of the Saviour of mankind pro- 
claims in his own words—*J am the 
resurrection and the life; he that be- 
lieveth in me, though he were dead, 


yet shall he live: and whosoever 


liveth and believeth in me, shall ne- 
ver die.” 

Such is the relief produced by 
this declaration, that the whole scene 
seems to be changed, and the mind 
seizes the delightful thought, that 
all this is but a temporary mortality; 
that Jesus Christ procured the re- 
surrection of the dead, and that, “as 
in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive.” 

The holy, but afflicted Job, seems 
to have uttered, in the spirit of pro- 
phecy, very much the same senti- 
ment. Having endured privatiens 
and losses of the most afflicting 
kind, pining under sufferings of the 
most severe nature, his thoughts ex- 
tended beyond the limits of this life, 
and in the glimmering light # that 
time, he derived consolations ftom 
the prospect of a future state, such 
as nothing else could yield. “I 
know that my Redeemer liveth.” I 
am satisfied that God, of his infinite 
goodness and mercy, has provi. 
ded a Redeemer for the race o 
men, and that this Redeemer is a 
heavenly being, who liveth fo rsver; 
that he will finally judge those whom 

e has redeemed, and that I, wi.ose 
body is now wasting away wit! dis- 
ease, and will soon be exp~.? to 
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the depredations of the worms, will 
finally receive a more glorious bo- 
dy, and in that condition stand be- 
fore my Redeemer. 

From these awful, but elevating 
thoughts, with the monuments of 
mortality still around, the mind is 
directed to the poor amount of all 
earthly things. “We brought no- 
thing into this world, and it is cer- 
tain we can carry nothing out.” All 
our acquisitions, all our possessions 
remain behind. The gifts of God, 
which were intended for our use 
and comfort in this life, we now re- 
sign. “The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away.”” To his will 
it is always our duty to be resigned. 
“Blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

In this state of feeling, and with 
these reflections, the company en- 
ters the Church. Our service is 
calculated to be performed when 
the Church stands in the grave- 
yard, as was formerly the case. 
And as the foregoing reflections 
were to occupy the minds of the 
company while they passed through 
the graves, another part of the ser- 
vice was provided for the Church. 
This consists of a most beautiful and 
impressive anthem, taken from the 
Psalms of David. The whole train 
of sentiment in this piece respects 
the uncertainty of all earthly things, 
the precariousness of life, and the 
wisdom of preparing for a_ better 
state in another world. Then fol- 
lows a lesson, from St. Paul’s first 
Epistle to the Corinthians. This 
contains that elegant and conclusive 
argument from analogy, in proof of 
the resurrection of the dead conclu. 
ding with some practical reflections 
naturally growing out of the subject. 

This part of the service being 
ended, the corpse is then takeh to 
the grave, and while hanging over it 
for the last time, the clergyman pro- 
nounces, in sad and solemn accents 
—‘* Man that is born of a woman, 
hath but a short time to live, and is 
full of misery. He cometh up, and 
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is cut down like a flower; he ficeth 
as it were a shadow, and never con- 
tinueth in one stay.” It would seem 
impossible to mark the condition of 
man by more beautiful and appro- 
priate figures. The short life of a 
flower—its gradual advancement to 
maturity—the short continuance of 
its bloom—the withered appearance 
of its decay—such are the youth, 
manhood, and old age of human 
beings. And a shadow, the mo- 
ment a cloud obscures, the sun 
disappears. 

Besides, who can look into a 
grave without feeling the force of the 
declaration—“In the midst of life 
we are in death.” Youth, amidst 
all its prospects and hopes, its 
schemes and fancies, is cut down. 
Mature age, in the full exercise of 
all its powers, and in the vigorous 
pursuit of its manly employments, 
is arrested by death. And, often 
from a state of health, is man 
brought suddenly to the grave. Still, 
were it not for one thing, the reflec- 
tions would, in a great measure, 
lose their effect, and that is sin. Our 
service, therefore, on that account, 
immediately directs us to our most 
merciful Saviour, to deliver us from 
the bitter pains of eternal death, the 
consequence of sin, and to support 
us in the most trying conflicts, par- 
ticularly at our last hour. 

An act truly awful, is now per- 
formed. arth is committed to 
earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust; 
not indeed without hope, but look- 
ing for the resurrection in the last 
day, and the life of the world to 
come, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The resurrection of the 
dead is one of the great trophies of 
his victory; and, at his ‘second 
coming in glorious majesty to judge 
the world, the earth and the sea 
shall give up their dead, and the 
corruptible bodies of those who 
sleep in him shall be changed, and 
made like unto his own glorious 
body.” An event is here presented 
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to the imagination, grand and inter- 
esting. We seem to see every 
grave opening, and the inhabitants 
of the tombs rising from their lowly 
beds; nay, even from the caverns of 
the deep, the dead appear to spring 
up, clothed with celestial bodies. 

Before we part with our friends, 
we are still assured, by that voice 
from heaven, which sounded in the 
ears of St. John, that “blessed are 
the dead that die in the Lord”—to 
this is added, by the Spirit—“they 
rest from their labours.” 

Thus, when we minutely consider, 
and carefully connect this noble ser- 
vice, we find it most admirably suit- 
ed to the occasion in all its parts. 
While it fixes in the mind the most 
interesting points with regard to the 
condition of man—the uncertainty 
of life, and the instability of all 
earthly possessions; while it recog- 
nizes the most important revela- 
tions of the gospel, respecting the 
state of the dead, the resurrection, 
and the awful judgment of the last 
day, it closes the whole with prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer is so general, 
and yet so comprehensive, that it is 
used by our Church on all occa- 
sions, because it embraces every 
thing that Christians are permitted 
to pray for. 

Then follow two prayers, one or 
both of which are to be used, al- 
though the latter is most commonly 
preferred, because it is more em- 
phatically appropriate to the occa- 
sion. For after recognizing some 
of the most prominent doctrines of 
revelation, it concludes with this 
humble petition to our heavenly Fa- 
ther—*To raise us from the death 
of sin unto the life of righteousness, 
that when we shall depart this life, 
we may rest in him; and that at the 
general resurrection in the last day, 
we may be found acceptable in his 
sight, and receive that blessing, 
which his well-beloved Son shall 
then pronounce to all who love and 
fear him; saying, Come ye blessed 
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children of my Father, receive the 
kingdom prepared for you from the 
beyinning of the world. Grant this, 
we beseech thee, O merciful Fa- 
ther, through Jesus Christ our Me- 
diator and Redeemer.” 

This, then, is to be viewed asa 
most interesting religious service, 
The attendants are expected to en- 
ter into all its sentiments, and to 
perform all its devotions with feel- 
ing hearts. 

Indeed, every time we attend a 
funeral, we ought to realize the 
matter as ourown. When we en- 
ter into the habitation of the dead, 
we ought to remember, that in a 
little time we shall occupy a place 
in that dominion. When we seea 
corpse deposited in a grave, we 
ought to reflect that our bodies will 
soon be placed in a similar situation. 
When our minds are directed to 
the resurrection of the dead, we 
may imagine ourselves bursting from 
the earth. When we are told, that 
at the second coming of our Savi- 
our, he will judge the world in 
righteousness, we ought seriously 
to weigh our fitness for such a trial. 
For he that is liable to be cut down 
like a flower, ought to be always 
ready. 

To the poor unenlightened hea- 
thens, these events were distressing- 
ly gloomy—to the sinner, they are 
full of horror—but the countenance 
of God can brighten them all.— 
“The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be 
with us allevermore.” Amen. 


D. 
= 
QUARTERLY REVIEW ON MIs- 
SIONS. 


The following is copied from an ar- 
ticle in the last number of the 
London Quarterly Review on the 
Church of England Missions. 


No minister, however expert in 
the art of raising money, could ever 
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suceeed in putting so many ways 
and means in motion as have been 
devised by the ingenuity of Mis- 
sionary directors and collectors, or 
suggested by those who took a live- 
ly interest in the cause. Large 
sums are continually produced by 
penny a week subscriptions. “It 
has been calculated,’ says the Lon- 
dow Missionary Society in a late re- 
port, *that if every house in Great 
Britain raised only one penny per 
week, the product would be 450, 
000/. per annum.” It is curious to 
look over the reports, and observe 
by what various devices the amount 
of the yearly receipts is swollen.— 
A litde is dune by Missionary box- 
es, in shops or in private houses, 
like the poor boxes in our Church- 
es. Schools and juvenile Socie- 
ties supply more; a great deal is 
raised by “Ladies’ Branch Socie- 
ties, or Associations;” something 
from the sale of Pincushions and 
Jadies’ work of all kinds. In an 
Evangelical Magazine before us, 
these items appear—by selling 
matches, 1/. 38. ; by lending tracts, 
2/. Os. 9d.; Sunday school boys, 
Ys. 6d. ; produce of the sale of orna- 
mental mouse traps, 11. 48. 6d.— 
One “tradesman in a small way,” 
lays aside for this purpose the odd 
pence in every day’s receipts, and 
recommends others to follow his 
example; another, in still humbler 
life, does the same with the far- 
things. The wife of a Greenwich 
pensioner presented to a late Wes- 
lyan Missionary meeting at Green- 
wich, a bag containing nine hundred 
and sixty farthings. One person 
gives every year the produce ofa 
cherry tree. Sometimes a Sunday 
school girl presents a portion of her 
earnings. Sometimes the work- 
men a} a manufactory contribute 
largely, and not unfrequently ser- 
vants make their contributions in 
proportion, which evince a noble 
spirit. If an item now and then ap- 
pears, which may raise a smile, 
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there are others which excite a dif- 
ferent feeling. One sum of 1002, 
and another of 150/., are given as 
offerings to God for an unexpected 
accession of fortune. One of the 
last Missionary Registers acknowl- 
edges ten pounds as a thank offer- 
ing on the recovery ofa child. A 
lady presents thirty pounds as the 
produce of her jewels; and a blind 
basket girl as many shillings, being 
the amount of what candles must 
have cost her during the winter, if 
she had eyes to see. What a sun- 
shine of the soul must that poor 
girl have enjoyed! ‘If thou hast 
much, give plentiously; if thou hast 
little, do thy diligence gladly to give 
of that litde; for so gatherest thou 
thyself a good reward in the day of 
necessity.” ° This cruse will not 
fail. The whole receipt of the 
Church Missionary Society for. its 
first thirteen years was littl more 
than 22,000/.; last year the income 
exceeded 39.000/. “In reference 
to this subject,” they say, ‘there is 
a fact to be stated which deserves 
attention. On a careful investiga- 
tion it appears that the Society ne- 
ver had, since it began to send 
out Missionaries, and has not at this 
moment, more funds in hand than 
would serve to discharge its actual 
obligations on account ol its missions 
in various parts of the world. And 
yet it has never been put to any diffi- 
culty in discharging the obligations 
which it had contracted; nor has it 
been withheld, merely by the want 
of funds, from entering on any pro- 
mising undertaking brought before 
its Committees. 
state this fact as a ground of thank- 
fulness to Almighty God, that he 
has enabled the Society to proceed 
with such an equal and steady 
course.” 

At this time the Church Missiona- 
ry Society employs four hundred 
and nineteen labourers, of whom 
only 106 are Europeans. The rest 





are natives of the respective coun- 
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tries in which they are employed as 
teachers or readers of the Scriptures. 
It has nine Missions, subdivided in- 
to forty two Missionary stations.— 
These Missions are the West Afri- 
can, the Mediterranean, Calcutta, 
and North Indian, Madras and 
South Indian, Bombay and West 
ern Indian, Ceylon, Australasia, the 


se 
West Indies Mission, and the North 


West American. With these Mis- 
sions 255 schools are connected, in 
which more than 13,000 scholars 
are at this time receiving instruc- 
tion, of whom about 1400 are adults; 
and ten printing presses are active- 
ly employed in various Missionary 
stations in printing the Scriptures, 
tracts, and elementary books for the 
Schools. 


MR. BRIGHAM’S ACCOUNT OF 
THE ARAUCANIAN INDIANS. 
The following account of the Arau- 

canians, a remarkable nation of 

Indians in the southern part of 

Chili, is from the pen of Mr. 

Brigham. 

One of my objects in going to 
Conception, was to learn something 
of the present state of the Arauca- 
nian Indians. I had hoped, that 1 
should be able to visit this celebra- 
ted tribe in person. But learning, 
that, although I had reached the 
borders of their territory, their set- 
tlements were yet fifteen or twenty 
leagues distant; I could not, in the 
four or five days, which the frigate 
was to remain, consistently with 
other duties, spare time to visit 
them. I had, however, the oppor- 
tunity of seeing several of the tribe 
in Conception; and of making inqui- 
ries of persons who had travelled, 
and of some who had resided, 
among them. 


Territory, Government, General 
Character, c.—The Araucanians 
yet claim as their country, all that 
lies between the Biobio and Valdi- 








via, and between the Pacific and the 
Andes; a territory about 240 miles 
long, and 100 broad. Their pre- 
sent population could not be learned 
with accuracy. A Patriot officer, 
who had travelled much in their 
country, told me, that he thought 
they amounted to about 50,000. It 
is the more difficult to learn their 
number from the fact, that they do 
not reside in villages, but are scat- 
tered along the windings of their 
numerous vallies, and on the bor- 
ders of their streams. 

They are divided into a great 
number of different clans, over each 
of which a single cacique presides, 
who, in time of peace, though inde- 
pendent of all other. chiefs, has but 
little authority over his own clan.— 
This love of freedom hardly suffers 
them, in ordinary times, to be dicta- 
ied to, even by rulers of their own 
choice. With few exceptions, each 
family resides by the same brook, 
and on the same spot, where their 
respective fathers and grandfathers 
lived before them, and have little 
desire for any other possessions. 

I was anxious to learn, whether 
they yet possessed those martial 
qualities, strength, valour, and love 
of country, which so distinguished | 
their ancestors, at the time of the 
Spanish invasion. The Governor 
of Conception told me, that they had 
greatly degenerated; that their fa- 
thers would have been ashamed of 
their effeminate progeny of the pre- 
sent day. Others, however, who 
had been much among them, and 
whose opinion I was, in this case, 
inclined to prefer to that of his Ex- 
cellency, told me, that they were 
the same athletic, haughty, bold 
race now, which they ever were, 
and that nothing but occasion was 
wanting to manifest it. Although 
whole generations have passed 
away since their country has been 
seriously invaded; their highest glo- 
ry yet, is in their military strength, 
and the army is the only place of 








152 ARAUCANIAN INDIANS. 


honour. To this the healthy and 
strong are all attached, by the laws 
of the nation, and on this account, 
are exempt from all kinds of ordi- 
nary labour. None work, except 
the sickly or deformed, the aged 
and the females. Those of the ar- 
my spend a part of their time in the 
making and exercising of their war 
arms, and the rest in some of their 
numerous athletic games. Some- 
times the inhabitants of a whole val- 
ley challenge those of another val- 
ley to a game of ball, and in their 
strife, many are often maimed and 
sometimes killed. It would seem 
that these games would produce 
civil broils; yet I was told, that it is 
otherwise, and that quarrelling of 
any kind is not very frequent. I 
said, that all the strong and healthy 
males belonged to the army, by a 
national reguiation. I learned, also, 
that their place in the army, that is 
to say, the kind of weapon, which 
each is to use, is assigned him.— 
‘Their weapons are four, the lance, 
the arrow, the sling, and the wa: 
club. Some few now have swords 
and muskets, but they are rare. 
Those, who use the lance, are geu- 
erally mounted on horseback, and 
sometimes the archers also. Those 
who bear the war club, the most 
effective of their weapons, are men, 
who have most strength and firm 
ness. Of course, this is the most 
honourable branch of the army. 
The war club is usually a firm stick 
of young timber, about three and a 
half feet long, with numerous knots 
projecting a short distance, and 
these often pointed with sharp stone 
or bone. Their mode of attack, in 
modern times, against other Indians, 
for they have recently fought no 
other enemy, is inthe rash, whoop- 
ing, irregular manner practised by 
all savages. 

When a war is seriously appre- 
hended, some aged chief (for all 
chiefs, in peace, are equal and inde- 
pendent, as the Governors of our 
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States) sends messages to the other 
chiefs, inviting them to a meeting. 
They assembie, and choose a com- 
mander in chief, and then return to 
their houses. This commander, if 
he deems an engagement necessary, 
or resolves on an attack, sends a 
messenger to all the chiefs, who 
bears in his hand an arrow stained 
with blood. They then assemble 
with their forces, prepared to shed 
the blood of their foes. They are 
said still to be a terror to all the 
tribes in this part of the country, and 
their immediate neighbours do not 
dare or wish to be any thing else 
than their allies. 

The officer, of whom I have spo- 
ken, related several facts and anec- 
dotes, illustrating the independence 
of their character, and their physical 
energy. He says, that among the 
numerous tribes of Indians, which 
he has seen, none of them, except 
the Araucanians, can look a white 
man fully in the face. This people, 
however, said he, will pierce you 
with a look, which tells you, that 
‘hey feel equal, at least, to any peo- 
ole on the globe. In the families, 
which I saw at Conception, I no- 
ticed an openness and boldness of 
countenance, which does not belong 
to ordinary savages. He told me 
further, that when asking the Peru- 
vians and other Indians for a cup of 
water, they brought it, not only with 
cheerfulness, but with an air border- 
ing on servility. When in the 
country ofthe Araucanians, he often 
would ask them for a drink of wa- 
ter; but received invariably in reply, 
“There is the water, go yourself 
and get it.” Though they are hos- 
pitable to strangers, in whom they 
have confidence, they will submit 
to no acts or labour towards them, 
which could possibly imply, that. 
they were made to serve. 

He saw, when among them, a 
young vigorous Indian brought be- 
fore one of their tribunals, and con- 
demned to death. He walked cool- 
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ly out, without moving a muscle, to | 
the place of execution. A selected 
Indian then approached him with a 
huge knife, cut the scalp from his 
head, plunged his knife through his 
throat, and then through the centre 
of his breast. The victim fell, but 
in an instant rose again, and leaped 
he said, higher in the air, than he 
had ever seen a human being leap 
before, and at the close of twenty- 
five minutes, expired; but in such 
powerful struggles, as reminded 
him only of the dying Hercules.— 
A German officer was with him, 
but, after ten or fifteen minutes, left 
the scene, saying, that he could no. 
longer witness his agonies, the man 
was knmortal. They are not of the 
tallest class of men, commonly five 
feet eight or ten inches; but are 
more than usually heavy, with broad 
shoulders, and limbs well made, and , 
strong, with the best of sinews.— | 
Those, whom I saw at Conception, | 
had faces rather unusually large, | 
with well formed mouth and nose, 
and eyes which, though bright, in- | 
dicated a frank and noble disposition. | 
| 


Religious Belief.—I1 could not 
learn as definitely as I wished, the | 
nature and rites of the Araucanian 
religion. An old clergyman of 
Conception, who spent (wo years in 
their country, told me, that they ful- 
ly believed in the existence of one 
Supreme Being, or Creator, called 
Billan, and believed in their own 
future existence. They believe, 
that there is, on the other side of the 
water, a large beautiful island, 
abounding wxh luxuries, where all 
their countrymen go at death, and 
reappear with their present body, 
and all its desires. Their sacrifices 
are but few and simple. The most 
common is that of their wine, which 
they take in a small cup, or in their 
hand before drinking, and throw it 
into the air, saying, “This to Billan.”’ 
An old lady told me that she had of- 
ten been at their meals, when this 
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easy sacrifice was offered by all the 
members of the family. Animals 
they rarely sacrifice, except before 
engaging in war, or when great evil 
is apprehended. On such an occa- 
sion they offer most commonly a 
young colt, taking out his heart, 
liver, and entrails, and sprinkling 
tne blood attached to them in the ait, 
as they do their wine. They then 
divide the heart, &c. and indeed the 
whole sacrificed animal among the 
people, and svon devour it 

Some, who had travelled among 
them, insisted that the practice of 
sacrificing was now wholly aban- 
doned. The clergyman, however, 
and two females assured me, that it 
was occasionally done, though with 
much indifference, except the eat- 
ing part, which they do in earnest.* 
From all I could learn they are, for 
savages, unusually heedless of the 
duiies and customs of their own re- 
ligion, and are still more indisposed 
to adopt that of the Catholics. At 
Arauco, where the Spanish Patri- 
ots have a fort and chapel, a few 
families have connected themselves 
with the society and been baptized. 
In no other part of their country is 
there now a Catholic society, nor is 
it possible, as the Priest told me, to 
form one. A few years since, they 
«illed two Friars, who attempted a 
propagation of Christianity among 
them. Their entire aversion to all 
the influence and customs of for- 
eigners, renders it probable, that 
they must exist many years without 
the benefit of the Gospel. 


Mode of Burial.—When one of 
their number dies, they assemble in 


*They also believe in the existence 
of an evil being, called Eponamon, and 
semetimes, through fear, sacrifice to 
him. They think he occasionally visits 
and injures by inflicting disease. Some 
times they imbibe a belief, that he has 
possessed one of their children, and on 
this account will destroy it, cr sell it to 
the Spaniards for a servant. 
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crowds at the house of the deceased, 
talk of his virtues, and sometimes 
express their sorrows in mournful 
shouts. If the deceased was weal- 
thy, they frequently turn the house 
of mourning into a house of feasting 
and noisy revelry. The males, be- 
fore they leave, prepare a spacious 
grave, in which they deposit the 
corpse, and with it all his clothes, 
arms, provisions ef horse flesh, 
maize, chicha, in short every thing, 
which they think he may need to 
sustain him on the way, or that will 
be peculiarly desirable to him on 
the fancied happy island. They 
then cover the grave and depart. 


Marriages.—When a youth wish- 
es to espouse a particular female, 
he often visits the house of her fa- 
ther, and treats her with marked 
attention, though without saying a 
syllable to her, or her friends in re- 
lation to his designs. At a conve- 
nient time, either by night, or when 
the parents of the daughter are ab- 
sent, he approaches the house, sei- 
zes the object of his affections, and 
conveys her, with many real and 
feigned shrieks to his own home. 
He there keeps her for several 
days, treating her in the most affec- 
tionate manner, and endeavouring 
by every means, to make her con- 
tented and willing to remain with 
him. If he does not succeed in re- 
conciling her, he must deliver her 
safe again to her friends, or bring 
on his head all that is terrible in the 
combined wrath of his countrymen. 
If she is pleased with her new home, 
and willing to remain, which is usu- 
ally the case, a message is sent to 
all her relatives, inviting them, on a 
poe day, to visit her in her new 
tuation. They assemble, and find 
her decked out in all the bright pins, 
ids, rings, shells, and feathers, 
which fresh love could lavish upon 
her; and happy as her nature will 
admit of. Her lover (for we can 
yet hardly call him husband,) then 
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presents her father with horses, 
cows, sheep; her mother with some 
new dresses, or other presents; and 
all the numerous household with 
some acceptable gift. To the young 
sisters he usually presents a new 
Tradclonko, (head dress, made of 
beads, shells and feathers;) and to 
the young brothers, a flaming red 
new bow and arrow, precious 
enough to compensate a young In- 
dian for a dozen sisters. With 
these gifts the female is considered 
as purchased, and is now a wife.— 
A splendid feast, however, is yet to 
succeed, which often continues se- 
veral days. In this feast his own 
friends and all the remote relations 
join, and the time is spent in eating, 
drinking, dancing, and noise, until 
weariness and want of sleep drive 
them again to their own dwellings. 

The Catholic Priest told me, and 
so did a young Indian, who spoke 
Spanish, that polygamy was fre- 
quent among them, though few had 
more than two or three wives. The 
sum, which must be paid in pur- 
chase of a wife, renders it dificult 
in most cases, to obtain a great 
number, even when all other obsta- 
cles are removed. The Indian told 
me, that he knew of one person, who 
had seven; but no other who pos- 
sessed more than three; others but 
one. As might be expected, there 
are among them frequent jealous- 
ies and broils, where there is a plu- 
rality of wives; each striving to 
gain the affections of the husband, 
by good dishes, nettly made pon- 
chos, girdles, &c. As they must 
all live in the same house, the 
quarrels thus arising, make an un- 
married daughter cautious about 
being stolen by one, who has al- 
ready other wives. 


General remarks on their Char- 
acter, c.——From all I was able to 
learn of this celebrated nation, they 
are now essentially the same, i’ 
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indeed, in all respects, that they 
were, when invaded by Valdivia and 
Mendoza. Perhaps no people in 
the world have for nearly three cen- 
turies, maintained so perfectly their 
national identity. Their proud con- 
fidence in the perfection of the cus- 
toms handed down from Colocolo, 
Caupolican, Lautaro, and other 
great ancestors, leacs them to feel, 
that any change would be wrong. 
They, as a people, had always stri- 
king qualities, both bad and good, 
and they yet retain them. Intemper- 
ance is alwavs their vice, and they 
have ever had an aversion, and even 
contempt, for all labour, unless con- 
nected with war. They are, also, 
extremely cruel in their punish- 
ments among themselves, and are 
ever ready to shed the blood of for 
eigners, if they have the slightest 
pretext. 

On the other hand, they are vet 
shrewd and eloquent in debate, far 
superior to all the contiguous tribes 
in talents, and are brave and vigor- 
They have al- 
ways been a proud, free people, and, 
as one observed, they always will 
be free, for there is probably not a 


man among them, who would not, | 


in some way, sell his life, before he 
would submit to a foreign master. 
The first lesson, which a_ child 
learns, is, that while other Indians 
have been beaten and_ enslaved, 
they are the unconquered lords of 
Araucania, the greatest and bravest 
people of the whole world. 

They are strict in observing their 
public treaties, and punish, with ter- 
rible severity, any infraction by 
their own subjects. An example 
of this was recently witnessed, and 
related to us. Four months since, 
the Government of Chili formed 
with them a treaty, (for during the 
struggle between Spain and the 
Colonies, they rather favoured the 
former, protecting their subjects, 
&c. when they came for refuge,) 
and obtained liberty to carry the 








mail through their country to Val- 
divia. A short time after the rati- 
fication of the treaty, a patriot offi- 
cer, travelling among them, was 
seized by a large party, and put to 
death. The Governor of Concep- 
tion then despatched an officer, 
with a military force, for the pur- 
pose of asking an explanation. 
The chiefs assembled, and after in- 
quiry, declared, that the officer was 
killed, not by national consent, but 
by an enraged party, and that they 
must be punished. One hundred 
offenders were then arrested, 
brought into an open field in pre- 
sence of the officer and multitudes of 
their nation, and all put to the knife.* 
All this was done without a mur- 
mur on their part, and with as little 
sympathetic emotion in the specta- 
tors, as if the sufferers had been go 
many insects. 

Probably too much has not, and 
cannot be said in favour of Arauca- 
nian strength, valour, and love of 
country. But there is little else in 
their character, which a benevolent 
man can contemplate with pleasure, 
and, in some respects, their situa- 
tion must give pain. When stand- 
ing on the mount, in the rear of 
Conception, where I could glance 
my eye over the Biobio, and survey 
a large extent of their soil, and some 
ofthe very spots where they had 
contended unto death for their liber- 
ties, the recollection of the past, and 
of their present condition, drew 
from me tears of pity. They are 
not only, in common with other 


*A son of one of the slain was brough 
by the officer to Conception, and whe 
we were there, was presented to Com, 
Hull, and gladly received. He is a lad 
of seven years of age, with fine features, 
strong frame, and apparently of good 
mind and disposition. During our pas- 
sage to Valparaiso. he became quite re- 
conciled to the frigate, is beginning to 
exchange his smeoth Araucanian, fer 
our “ny tongue, and is the pet of all 
on board. 
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heethen nations, destitute of the 
comforts of civilized life, and of the 
hopes of Christianity; but their 
pride in their own customs, and 
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contempt for all foreigners and for- 
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eign institutions, renders it probable 
hat they must long continue in 
their present savage state. 

{ Missionary Herald. 
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(FROM THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.) 

Theolory explained and defended; in a 
Series of Sermons. By Timotary 
Dwieat, § TD. LL, D. late Presi. 
dent of Yale College, Connecticut. 
With a Memoir of the life of the Au- 
thor, Svols. 8vo. 24. Js. Reprinted, 
London, 1824. 


[concLuvep rrom Pace 122.) 


It is impossible to attempt any 
thing like an analysis of the Theo- 
logy; and it is difficult to know 
what ought to be the selections, un- 
der the usual form of a reviewer’s 
extracts, from a work of such ex- 
tent and exuberant excellence. We 





shall, however, copy the following 
paragraphs. They refer to one of 
the most common of all divinity 
topics: and, on this very account. 
we prefer giving them ; in order to 
exemplify what has been advanced 
respecting Dr. Dwight’s talent in 
communirating, to a familiar sub- 
ject, characters of freshness and 
originality. He is enforcing the 
doctrine of man’s universal aposta- 
cy from God; and, having previous- 
ly argued the matter as a theologian, 
supported by Scripture, and by im- 
mediate deductions from various 
texts and scriptural facts, he extends 
the illustration by an appeal to the 
audible, visible, tangible evidences 
which surround us in the world, 
and are confirmed by the past histo- 
ry of mankind. 


They exist in every country, and re- 
strain sin of every kind which human 
laws can eflect, or human tribunals can 
prove and punish. The penalties by 
which they attempt this restraint are 
various and dreadful; are the most effi- 
/cacious whch experience can suggest, 
or ingenuity devise; and are changed 
continually, as they are found to fail of 
their effect, bv the substitution of others 
which promise greater success. Still 
they have always fallen short of their 
purpose The propensity to evil in the 
heart of man, has defied all their force 
and terror; and boldly ventured on the 
forbidden perpetration, in the sight of 
the pillory andthe prison, the gibbet 
and the rack. No ingenuity on the one 
hand, and no suffering on the other, has 
in any country been sufficient to over- 
come this propensity, and so far to 
| change the character of man as to exter- 
: inate even a single sin.—To this head 
ought to be referred all the means, fur- 
nished by law, of safety to our persons 
and our property; the bolts, bars, and 





locks, by which we endeavour to defend 
our houses and their contents, our per- 
| sons and our families, especially in the 
night, against the inreads of theft and 
violence; the notes, bonds, and deeds, 
| by which we endeavour to secure our 
contracts, prevent the mischiefs of fraud, 
and compel dishonesty to fulfil its en- 
gagements; the jails and dungeons, the 
chains and galleys, by which we endea- 
‘vour to confine villains, and prevent 
'them from disturbing by their crimes 
the peace of Society; the post, the pillo- 
ry, and the gibbet, by which we punish 
some culprits, and labour to deter others 
from repeating their perpetrations; all 
these and the like things, are gloomy 
and dreadful proofs of the corruption 








“The laws of all nations are a strong 
proof, that the human character is univer- 
eally einful.—Human laws are made only 
to repress and restrain sin; are derived 
only from experience, and are forced up- 
on mankind by iron-banded necesaity.— | 


the world in which they exist. T 
exist wherever men are found, of 
cient capacity and in proper circumstal- 
ces, to attempt a regular opposition to” 
crimes, a continual preservation of peace, 
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safety. The sinfulness, therefore, which | 
they intend to resist is equally universal. | 
In a world of virtue they would have no | 
place, because they could not be of any | 
possible use; the spirit of the inhabitants | 


supplying infinitely better, the peace 
and safety, which they so imperfectly 
secure 


“2d. The religion of all nations is a | 
forcible proof of the same doctrine —Vhe | 


religion of every nation has been expia- 
tory; that is, it has been so formed, as in- 


tentionally to make satisfaction for sin, | 


and to obtain reconciliation with a God 
acknowledged to be offended. Of this 
nature, obviously, are sacrifices. The 
victim was always intended to be an 
offering for sin, and the means of regain- 
ing forfeited favour. The more valua- 
ble the victim, the more efficacious was 
supposed to be the atonement, and the 
more certain the favour solicited. Ac- 
cordingly, when inferior offerings were 
found or believed to fail, human sacrifices 
were substituted for them; and these not 
unfrequently of the highest estimation ; 
youths, nobly born, possessed of eminent 
endowment, and educated in the man- 
ner nost advantageously fitted to insure 
mental distinction. Sacrifices of this 
genera’ nature were offered by all the 
ancient heathen nations, and have been 
offered by many still existing. In Hin 
doston they appear to be offered at the 
present time. Nor did the other offer- 
ings of the heathen speak any other lan- 
guage. The fragrance, the beauty, the 
costliness, the frequency, and the multi- 
tude of these, were plainly. intended to 
conciliate the good-will of the God who 
was supplicated; a good-will confessedly 
estranged, but supposed. to be capable 
of being acquired anew. According to 
the same scheme also were formed their 
prayers, which either implicitly or expli- 
citly acknowledged the sins of the sup- 
pliant, and besought the restoration of 
the favour which he had forfeited. On 
the same principle, tedious pilgrimages, 
consuming at times a length of years, 
and traversing no trifling part of the 
breadth of the globe, were undertaken 
and executed. The burning heat, the 
parching drought, and the excessive pe- 
rils of an Arabian or a Nubian desert, 
were quiet y and even cheerfully sus- 
tained by hosts of wanderers, who had 
voluntarily exiled themselves from their 
friends, families, and country, with the 
hope of obtaining the remission of sin, 
considered as absolutely necessary, and 


supposed to be unattainable by any 
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means less dangerous and distressing.— 
Ablutions speak the same design in a 
manner still more direct and unequivo- 
cal. To wash away his guilt, the Egyp- 
tian plunged himself in the Nile; and 
the Hindoo in the Ganges. From these 
waters, invested by popular superstition 
with the transcendant power of remov- 
ing moral pollution, each expected to 
come out cleanse« from all his turpitude, 
and entitled anew to the complacency 
of the God whom he was conscious of 
having offended. On this ground, the he- 
ly streams were resorted to by immense 
multitudes with incredible eargerness 
and anxiety, and were supposed to fur- 
nish a certain passport to future bles- 
sings. To ablution was added penance, 
as a very hopeful means of obtaining the 
same desirable object This unnatural 
resort existed in a great variety of 
forms; all of them humiliating, forbid- 
ding, and dreadful. Hunger, ‘hirst, the 
heat of summer, and the frost of winter, 
nakedness, weariness, extreme want, and 
excruciating pain, have been undergone 
by millions of the human race without a 
groan, a murmur, ora sigh: from an ex- 
pectation that this voluntary suffering 
would shelter the criminal from the de- 
mands of future justice. It ought to be 
remarked, that the length to which this 
self-denial has often proceeded, shows 
in the strongest manner not only the re- 
ality, but the intense degree of guilt, 
with which the subject of it supposed 
himself to be stained. All these were 
regarded as essential duties of religion, 
and as indispensably demanded of cyery 
man. In performing them, every ‘man 
confessed he was stained with the com- 
mon guilt, and that he needed an ex- 
piation. 

“3d. The same doctrine is proved by 
the writings of all nations, among whom 
writings are found.—The history both of 
nations and individuals, is, professedly, 
a true account of their actions and char- 
acters. It is also rarely written by meni 
who are not at least candid towards 
those concerning whom they write; and 
often by those who are strongly preju- 
diced in their favour: men of the same 
nation or party, or for some other reason 
partially inclined towards the individual, 
or the cause which is the subject of 
tveir history. There is also, in most 
historians, a strong, prevailing inclina- 
tion to cover the defects and crimes of 
those whose actions they record; lest 
by a full disclosure of them, they should 
render the history less enteyaining than 
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they wish to their readers. From all 
these causes, history is often a mere 
panegyric; and almost always, perhaps 
always, a much more favourable account 
of the conduct of men, than truth would 
warrant. The history of the Bible, be- 
ing dictated by inspiration, presents its 
cokieaie more generally darkened and 
defers in a great proportion of in- 
stances : both because it was designed, 
to unfold the moral characters of men in 
an especial manner, and because it is 
true. Hence, we commonly suppose 
the people of Israel to have been more 
depraved than other nations. This, 
however, is an erronevus Opinion, as any 
man who reads the first chapter of the 
Epistle to the Romans, will easily dis- 
cern. Had Prophets written the history 
of the rest of mankind, there is but too 
much reason to believe, that nations and 
individuals generally, who have been 
the subjects of history, would have pre- 
ecnted features equally disgusting and 
monstrous with those of the I[sraelites.— 
But favourable as all these causes are to 
the human character, powerfully as they 
have influenced writers to present, and 
that with many adventitious ornaments, 
only the bright, and to conceal as much 
as possible the dark side of a man; histo- 
ry is still a satire upon our race, scarcely 
less severe than any of those professed- 
ly written under thisname. Should we, 
contrary to all probability, or, in better 
language, to absolute certainty, acknowl- 
edge the portrait to be an exact unflat- 
tering likeness, we must still be obliged 
to confess the whole aspect to be mis- 
shapen and monstrous; without symme- 
try, beauty, or loveliness. Man, as des- 
cribed by history, is undeniably, and al 
ways has been, an evil, odious being; 
disobedient and ungrateful to his Maker; 
unjust, insincere, and unkind to his fel- 
low-man; and far removed from the 
character which the Scriptures demand, 
which conscience approves, or which, 

even in our opinion, God can be suppo- 
sed to love. 

“With history, moral and philosophical 
writings have abundantly concurred. I 
will here pass all those which have been 
immediately directed to the point in 
question, and have either declared or ar 
gued it in form; their aid being unneces- 
sary for the present purpose. Those 
which have been conducted with other 
designs, nay, those which have intention- 
ally opposed this doctrine have neverthe 
less served to establish it. This they have 


done in many ways; particularly by the 


REVIEW OF DWIGHT’S THEOLOGY. 





NOVEMBER, 


feebleness of ‘their arguments advanced 
in Opposition to it, by the pains which 
they have taken to disguise human tur- 
pitude by fair names, flattering ascrip- 
tions, and false justifications; by the 
gross moral sentiments which they have 
abetted; and by the deformed disposi- 
tions which they have thus losed to 
the public view. Their very confes- 
sions also, of what they in vain attempt 
to deny, furnish no small evidence of its 
truth, while their efforts not unfrequent- 
ly wear the appearance of a concerted 
design to carry a point, scarcely sup 

sed to be tenable, of an artful and insidi- 
ous struggle to gain converts, and 
achieve a victory rather than an honest 
endeavour to establish a truth of which 
the author is sincerely convinced. Up- 
on the whole, in spite of all the exer- 
tions made to cover this humiliating 
truth, and hide from the perception of 
man, an object so offensive; the foter 
still escapes and forces itself upon the 
senses in a manner so disgusting as to 
compel a conviction of its existence.— 
Poems, plays, novels, and other books 
of entertainment, written professedly 
only to amuse and please, are necessita- 
ted to unfold the same truth in a still 
clearer manner. All the characters al- 
most, are characters mixed with sin;— 
and a few unmixed ones which they 
have attempted, are perceived by mere 
taste, unaccompanied with intellectual 
examination, to be dull, lifeless, and un- 
natural. Accordingly, rational criticism 
has every where condemned them as 
improperly introduced, because they 


have nO e@figinals in fact. The senti- 
ments also n out in these produc- 
tions, are ential of the same truth.— 


In innumerable forms they declare, and 
appeal to, the universal corruption of 
mankind, as the object about which they 
are extensively occupied; and the only 
source, ina great multitude of instances, 
from which they are derived. Were 
not human nature corrupted, a great 
part of them could never have 
either existence, or meaning.” Vol. I. 
pp. 469—474- 


In our strenuous recommenda- 
tion of this work to the theological 
students of the Established Church, 
there must be, of course, a point of 
reservation; as Dr. Dwight is an 
opponent both of Episcopacy, and 
of liturgical worship. That he was 





justified in such opposition, will na- 
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turally be allowed by the members | 
of the Presbyterian and Congrega- 
tional Churches of the two countries; 
and especially by those of America, 
where the Presbyterian and Congre- 
gational modes of discipline are the 
prevailing® systems—including of 
course the Baptists, who outnumber 
all the rest, and are Congregational 
in their discipline. On the other 
side, Episcopalians and Liturgists 
might hail with the purest satisfac- 
tion such an enemy, if enemies 
they must have, as Dr. Dwight, who 
opposes them without the spirit of 
enmity; and without a tincture of 
sectarian feeling * He is, indeed, 
firm in his general conviction of the 
human origin of diocesan bishops, 
and of the inexpediency of forms of 
worship; or, at least, of their being 
not more advantageous to devotion 
than the usages of his own Church. 
He is also aware of the difficulties 
attendant on all subjects where 
Christians, otherwise united in doc- 


* The following is the close of the 
President’s disquisition on Episcopacy : 
“From these considerations, it is clearly 
decided to my apprehension, that dioce- 
san Bishops are not of scriptural, but of 
human origin, introduced either casual- 
ly, or from considerations of a pruden- 
tial nature only. Christ has established 
pastors in his Church; the Church itself 
has constituted its Bishops; and this, to 
a great extent, has been acknowledged 
by the Bishops themselves. Such, 
clearly, appears to me to be the truth 
concerning this so much debated ques- 
tion. Still L have no disposition to con- 
tend with those Christians who are at- 
tached to Episcopacy, and who think 
they find any peculiar advantages in that 
form of ecclesiastical administration.— 
Nor ean I willingly adopt the same as- 
persions sometimes thrown upon it by 
individual Presbyterians. I cannot but 
remember, and remember with emotions 
of pees and respect, the very great 
and beneficial exertions, made by the 
English Church in the cause of Chris- 
tianity; and made in many instances by 
the ge a of that Church. Butler, 
Berkeley, Jewel, Beveridge, Bedell, and 








Wilson, were Bishops; Cranmer, Leigh- 


trine and holiness of living, have for 
centuries disagreed ; and regards 
the actions fought on debateable 
ground, as something like drawn 
battles, or as skirmishes, where 
each side alternately assumes the 
credit of victory. He is tarther 
conscious, that among thes@amica- 
ble quarrels, the best informed dis- 
putants are always the least bitter; 
half-knowledge being uniformly 
more positive than solid learning; 
and that, in journeying through the 
wilderness of life, the Christian 
traveller has more serious work to 
do, than to impede his neighbour’s 
progress—and we may add his own 
—by attempting to determine what 
will never be determined. Not that 
we undervalue questions of ecclesi- 
astical polity; neither do we forget 
with what promptitude, when re- 
quired, the advocates of Episcopacy 
and liturgical worship can bring 
forward replies, rejoinders, and all 
the machinery of powerful contro- 
versy in their own defence. We 
only wish that, on such occasions, 
men would not merely use the law- 
ful weapons of warfare, but use 
them lawfully. There is such a 
thing as fighting the battle, both of 
the cathedral and of the conventicle, 
with weapons furnished from the ar- 
senals of rancour and practical irre- 
ligion. The combatants meet, and 
finally separate; but not perhaps till 
they have given some reason to the 
scoffers and infidels who witness the 
combat to urge, that there is often 
an approximation between a fiery 
zealot, whether for Bishops, Presby- 


ters, or Itinerants, and the cold- » 


ton and Usher, were Archbishops;— 
Cranmer, Latimer and Ridley, were 
Martyrs. Inthat Church also, real reli- 
gion has at times flourished to a great 
and very desirable extent. Like other 
Churches, it has had its bright and dark 
days; but it has undoubtedly sent multi- 
tudes of its members to Heaven; and at 
the present time is fast rising in the 
gradations of piety,” 
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hearted unbeliever who stands by to 
watch and report the event. 

We feel with the greater force, 
the truth implied by these remarks 
during the existing ferment of Chris- 
tendom, in relation to the atruggle 
between Protestantism and Popery. 
In its essence, for we speak not 
of no | national Protestantism, it 
is not a question of discipline, or of 
economy, or of doctrine; but it ts 
the irreconcileable feud ever raging | 
between the kingdom of this world, | 
and the kingdom of our Lord and | 
of his Christ. How superficial and | 
fatal is the notion of those persons— | 
and sume of them we believe to be, 
if not sagacious Christians, yet hum 
ble and sincere—who dream, that 
the matter in debate merely refers 
to the resolution of such abstract 
questions as transubstantiation, mo- 
nachisin, penance, and the power 
of the keys; and that if these things 
were conceded, the current of the 
Christian Church would thencefor- 
ward roll on, in all its deep and pa- 
cific majesty, increasing towards its 
estuary, tll absorbed into the migh- 
ty ocean of eternity! Nothing like 
it: the religion of mankind woald 
never cease to molest the religion 
of the Gospel, so long as the latter 
exhibited the real influence, and the 
former the mere shadow of Chris- 
tianity. The advance of the Evan- 
gelical system (using the term, not 
as a technical, but as an intelligible 
one,) awakens perhaps the jealousy 
of some nominal Protestants; and 
causes them to look towards the 
hitherto rival and opposing Church 
as an ally in repelling the incursions 
of that purer form of Christianity, 
which disowns on the one hand, the 
pretensions of the Papacy, and, on 
the other, the profession of all nomi 
nal religion whatever. In fact, the 
o— hold of Popery is the asylum 
it affords to such religionists as 
want a protection from the demands 
made upon their hearts and lives by 
the Gospel itself. As things really 














NOVEMBER, 


are, the exterior of the Church of 
Rome is the veil by which she 
conceals the necessity for spirituality 
and holiness. Rites and ceremo- 
mes preoccupy the place of person- 
al religion; and the more gorgeous 
they can be made, the mere irre- 
sistible is their potency. They be- 
come, not the outward and visible 
means of devotion, but devotion it- 
self. Neither is this substitution of 
external things for inward holiness 
confined to this corrupt communion. 
It is a distemper incident to all hu- 
man minds; and affects variously 
the mere Churchman, and the mere 
Dissenter in our own enlightened 
country. Each of them finds his 
consolations, although in the absence 
of crucifixes and relics; one within 
the walls of his parish Church, the 
other in his meeting house; and not 
in the instructions delivered by their 
respective ministers, but in the scan- 
ty ceremonials allowed in either 
case, by the severe simplicity ofa 
Protestant ritual. 

Now, the evangelical scheme 
knows nothing of an individual’s 
religion, unless it is rooted in the 
affections, and exemplified in prac- 
tical obedience. The first point is 
to ascertain the aspirant’s sincerity, 
and his.personal acquaintance with 
“the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesusthis Lord.” This indis- 
pensable ~ cation being pro- 
duced, as far as man can read the 
heart and observe the conduct, all 






other points are secondary and sub-., 


ordinate. But nominal Christi- 
anity, whether at Rome or Can- 
terbury, in Essex street or in Moor- 
fields, inverts this order; or rather, 
is quite satisfied with its followers’ 
submission to ecclesiastical regula- 
tions, and concerns itself no far- 
ther. On this account, the Evan- 
gelical requisitions are exceedingly 
repulsive to all formalists of what- 
ever communion; and at this point 
Popery comes to their aid. They 


|are precisely in the state of mind 
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prepared to welcome its assistance. 
The parties, by an instinct common 
to both, soon understand each other. 
Preliminaries of peace, after a little 
diplomatic etiquette, are readily 
signed and exchanged; and the reli- 
gion of human nature, as modified 
at Rome, reccives a fresh accession 
of converts, once formal Protestants, 
and now become formal Papists.— 
Or, if these nominal Lutherians have 
too much pride to change their re- 
ligion, they practically unite with 
their Papal co-adjutors, in opposing 
the incursions of pure Christianity. 
They are alike jealous of the Bible, 
and of the institutions which circu- 
late the Bible; they both insist upon 
some authorised: interpreter of its 
doctrines; they quote the self-same 
texis in support of exclusive Church- 
es; and their final determination is, 
that whatever either party allows, or 
disallows, must be enthusiasm; and 
they perfectly know what they mean 
by that word; and must be put down. 
In direct terms, you may join what 
cotimunion you please, whether in 
England, Connecticut, Switzerland, 
or France, but you shall not be a 
frractical Christian; you may use 
the liturgies of the Anglican or Re- 
formed continental Churches, or you 
may sign the Congregational con- 
fessions of faith in America, but you 
shall not do these things except with 
the lip and the pen; you may be any 
thing, frovided only you know no- 
thing of the Spirit and power of the 
Gospel. 

The connexion of these remarks 
with the name and performances of 
Dr. Dwight is this; that fe treats 
theology, not as national creed, or 
as the formulary of any particular 
Church, but as a matter of every 
man’s personal, individual concern. 
He considers that Christianity is, 
distinctively, the religion of private 
life, of the closet, the fireside, the 
exchange, the office, the farm, the 
house of merchandise; and that so 
far, and only so far, as its professor 

Vol. 7....N0, 4——2} 








exhibits the influence of his princi- 
ples, as thus particularized, is he at 
all likely to be accounted worthy “to 
obtain the joyful resurrection of the 
dead,” and “to stand before the Son 
of Man.” He is also quite as spi- 
ritual in his estimate of the inward 
character, as he is uncompromising 
in his views of holy obedience. 
The cross of Christ is his glory, the 
foundation of his hope; as the blood 
there shed is the price of his re- 
demption. No part of his system 
assumes that gregarious character, 
which equalizes the pretensions of 
men to piety, without scrutinizing 
their claims one by one. He is per- 
fectly aware, that on earth the fool- 
ish and the wise both continue to 
bear their lamps; while the folly and 
the wisdom of the several parties 
will, at the bridegroom’s appear- 
ance, prove the visible Church to 
be a mingled and anomalous assem- 
bly. 

We have thought it right to cau- 
tion the Episcopalian, and the triend 
of precomposed liturgies, of Dr. 
Dwight’s opinions upon these to- 
pics. There are also necessarily 
various other points in the course of 
the innumerable subjects discussed 
in these volumes, on which pious 
and well-judging persons may and 
will differ. We shall not, however, 
enter upon any of these litigated 
questions, so calmly and uncontro- 
versially handled by our author; 
but we must just apprize our rea- 
ders, with respect to one class of 
them, that Dr. Dwight (see his dis- 
courses on the degrees and sove- 
reiguty of God) is decidedly, though 
modestly and candidly, Calvinistic 
in his sentiments. His Calvinism 
is not, however, very harsh or dan- 
gerous, as explained in the follow- 
ing passages. 


“The conduct of God is sovereign in 
this sense, that he does according to his 
will, independently and_irresistibiy, 
without giving an account of any of his 
matters any further than he pleases, bua 
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that he wills nothing without the best 
reason whether that reason be declared 
to his creaturcs or not; that real glory to 
himself, and real good to his creation, 
not otherwise attainable, are un versally 
the objects to which his pleas:re is di- 
rected, whether it respects the exist- 
ence and motions of an insect, or the 
salvation of aman. God never acts ar- 
bitrarily, and to say that he wills a thing 
because he wills it, is to speak without 
meaning All his pleasure, all his deter- 
minations, are perfectly wise and good, 
founded on the best of all reasons, and 
directed to the best of all purposes.”— 
Vol. I. p 246. 

“If we please to be saved, we shall 
now be saved; this is one great part of 
the Divine pleasure. There is nothing 
which prevents us from being saved, but 
our own inclinations; and this would as 
effectually prevent us in any supposable 
circumstances. Nor could we in any cir- 
cumstances, possess a greater freedom 
of choice or action, with respect to this 
or any other subject than we now pos- 
sess. Nor is there, so far as | know, any 
influence from God which at all hinders 
us from choosing salvation with all that 
freedom of action which moral beings 
can possess. It will be observed I speak 
not here of persons punished, for their 
incorrigible obstinacy, with judicial 
blindness and hardness of heart, though 
it is to be questioned whether even in 
this case God does any thing more than 
leave them to themselves. The lan- 
guage of God to every sinner, is, ‘As I 
live, saith the Lord, I have no pleasure 
in the death of a sinner, but would rather 
that he should return and live;’ his invi- 
tation to sinners are, ‘Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that has no money; yea come; buy wine 
and milk without money and without 
price; and whosoever will let him come 
and take the water of life freely.’ This 
language is perfectly sincere, and exact- 
ly descriptive of the disposition of God.” 
Vol. I. p. 240, 


We will now offer to the reader’s 
perusal, a citation from the author’s 
conclusion to his great work; la- 
menting that we cannot find room for 
more than this fragment; and which 
we are compelled to begin and to ter- 
minate abruptly. Should any person 
be startled at the use of the term vir- 
tue, in the following extract, it may 
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be expedient to inform him, that it 
is employed, in the “Theology,” as 
synonymous with holiness. 


“The Science of Theology te capable of 
yielding more PLEASURE to the mind than 
any other.—The pleasures which science 
is capable of yielding to the mind, are 
addressed both to the imagination and 
the understanding. Of both these kinds 
of pleasure theology is eminently: pro- 
ductive. The pleasures conveyed to the 
mind through the imagination, are de- 
rived from such objects as are néw, vari- 
ous, beautiful, refined, great, and noble; 
and the more these attributes prevail, the 
more capable are the objects in which 
they are found of yielding this species of 
pleasure. But in no field of human pur- 
suit are objects found in such numbers, 
and of such uniformity, which are invest- 
ed with these attributes, or possess the 
power of yielding this pleasure in the 
same degree. In vain will you search 
for objects equally beautiful with multi- 
tudes which are presented to you in the 
Scriptures; with paradise and its inhabi- 





tants; with the innumerable and most 
delightful variegations of excellence 
which adorn the angelic character; with 








| the endless, diversified, manifestations of 
kindness, compassion, and good provi- 
dence of God toward his children; the 
grateful and unaffected effusions of their 
piety to him; the delightful scenery, if! 
may so style it, of the millennial world, 
drawn with such unrivalled elegance by 
several of the prophets, and particularly 
by the pencil of Isaiah; the charming 
features of a virtuous character, depicted 
by Christ and his apostles; and the won- 
derful exhibition of the future prosperity 
of the church, arrayed in glory and beau- 
ty, by the hand of St John. The Scrip- 
tures are the native region of sudlimity, 
both natural and moral. ‘ The single 
volume of the Scriptures,” says Sir Wil- 
liam Jones, one of the best judges whom 
the world has ever seen, “contains more 
and higher specimens of this excellence, 
than all the remains of Grecian and Ro- 
man antiquity united.” “The God of the 
Scriptures is an object infinitely sublime, 
and wherever he appears, whether his 
character is exhibited, or his actions are 
recited, he appears with power, wisdom 
and goodness, glory and majesty, to 
which nothing is equal, nothing second. 
The works of God, here recounted, are 
possessed of a splendour suited to his 
character. The creation; the deluge; 
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the wonders of Egypt, the wilderness, 
and Canaan; the miracles attendant upon 
the death, resurrection, and ascension of 
the Saviour; the resurrection, the confla- 
gration, the future judgment, and future 
exis.ence of the righteous and the wick- 
ed, are objects compared with which all 
other events which have entered into the 
conceptions of man, shrink into nothing 
In moral beauty, greatness, and glory, 
the saviour stands alone.”’—“On this di- 
vine subject | have no room to expatiate, 
and shall only observe, that the scrip- 
tures themselves have done more justice 
to it, than can, within the same compass 
be done a second time; when they in- 
form us that Christ is ‘the light of hea- 
ven’ and ‘the effulgence of the Divine 
glory.” Not less distinguished is this 
science for the power which it possesses 
and the means which it furnishes for re- 


fining the views and the taste of man. On 


the one hand, the Scriptures forbid every 
thing which is impure and licentious; 
and, on the other, effectually discourage 
every thing which is gross and grovel- 
ling. To accomplish this combined 
purpose, they commence their efforts in 
the only etticacious manner; namely, by 
purifying the affections of the heart. 
Wherever these are gross and debased, 
the imagination will be gross, and the 
taste debased. So universally is this 
true, that no advantages of education, no 
superiority of talents, no acquisition of 
learning, no refinement of society, hither- 
to have sufficient power to purify the 
fancy and the taste, where the affections 
had been yielded to licentious indulgen- 
ces. A gross heart will delight in gross 
objects; and on these objects so long as 
they are relished, the imagination will 
love to dwell Elegance of mind grows 
out of the refinement of the heart. It is 
hence, that the sentiments of Paul and 
John, of Peter and James, their images, 
and their language, are immeasurably re- 
moved from the gross efforts of heathen 
antiquity. Had Cicero’s oration for 
Ceelius, or the third eclogue of the polite 
and elegant Virgil, formed a part of the 
sacred volume; either would have fur- 
nished an argument against its inspira- 
tion which all succeeding ages could 
never have refuted; and infidelity would 
long since have gained a final triumph 
over the Gospel. In the Scriptures we 
are presented every where with those 
objects which, more incomparably than 
any other originate and establish refined 
affections, spotless views, and dignified 
excursions of the imagination. By a 
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continual correspondence with the pre- 
cepts of the Gospel, the affections are 
gradually, and in a sense instinctively, 
purified. By a frequent recurrence to 
its sentiments and imagery, the imagina- 
tion is exalted, and the taste wrought 
into elegance as silver is beautified by 
the hand of the burnisher. By conver- 
sing with noble objects, the mind is en- 
nobled in a manner and to a degree 
which will admit no parallel; is ¢s- 
tranged from every thing low and little; 
assumes insensibly a portion of the celes- 
tial character, and directs its flight, un- 
On the 
variety and consequent novelty of objects 
every where presented by the Scriptures 
to the imagination, it is unnecessary here 
to expatiate. Both are unceasing, both 
are endless; and as they are successively 
unfolded to rational beings, will regular- 
ly enhance their enjoyments throughout 
the ages of eternity.—There is another 
and very important view in which this 
subject demands our consideration.— 
Theology spreads its influence over the 
creation and providence of God, and gives 
to both almost all their beauty and sublim- 
ity. Creation and providence, seen by 
the eye of theology, and elucidated by 
the glorious commentary on both furnish- 
ed in the Scriptures, become new objects 
to the mind; immeasurably more noble, 
rich, and delightful, than they can ap- 
pear to a worldly, sensual mind The 
heavens and the earth, and the great as 
well as numberless events which result 
from the Divine administration, are in 
themselves vast, wonderful, frequently 
awful; in many instances s»lemn, in very 
many exquisitely beautiful, and in a 
great number eminently sublime. All 
these attributes, however, they possess, 
if considered only in the abstract, in de- 
grees very humble and diminutive, com- 
pared with the appearance which they 
make, when beheld as the works of Jeho- 
vah. Mountains, the ocean, and the 
heavens are majestic and sublime. Hills 
and valleys, soft landscapes, trees, fruits, 
and flowers, and many objects in the ani- 
mal and mineral kingdoms, are beautiful. 
But what is this beauty, what is this gran- 
deur, compared with that agency of God 
to which they owe their being? Think 
what it is for the Almighty hand to spread 
the plains, to heave the mountains, and to 
pour the ocean. Look at the verdure, 


flowers, and fruits which in the mild sea- 
son adorn the surface of the earth; the un- 
created Hand fashions their fine forms, 
‘| paints their exquisite colours, and exhales 
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their delightful perfumes, In the spring 
his life reanimates the world; in the sum- 
mer and autumn his bounty is poured out 
upon the hills and valleys; inthe winter, 
this way is in the whirlwind and in the 
storm; and the clouds are the dust of his 
feet’ His hand ‘hung the earth upon 
nothing,’ lighted up the sun in the hea- 
vens, and rolls the planets and the comets 
through the immeasurable fields of ether. 
His breath kindled the stars; his voice 
called into existence worlds innumer- 
able, and filled the expanse with animat- 
ed being. ‘To all he is present, over all 
he rules, for all he provides. The mind 
atiempered to Divine contemplation, 
finds him in every solitude, meets him in 
every walk, and in all places, and at all 
times sees itself surrounded by God.— 
How superior are the works of creation 
and providence, when considered in this 
manner, to the highest conceptions form- 
ed by a worldly mind, which merely 
looks at the things themselves; and with 
a folly, a stupidity, which is extreme, 
stops short of their author. How en- 
hanced is their beauty! how exalted their 
sublimity! The pleasures yielded by 
scicnce to the understanding are derived 
extensively from (he same sources which 
furnish so much delight to the imagina- 
tion; for the understanding also finds ex- 
quisite pleasure in that which is new, 
beautiful and sublime. At the same 
time, itis peculiarly delighted with such 
Views as expand the intellectual powers, 
and with such objects as are seen to pos- 
sess fitness for valuable purposes, the 
symmetry of parts happily arranged in a 
system, the rectitude apparent in their 
own nature, and their utility to moral 
beings, and to the universe. Many 
Sciences are without a question suffici- 
ently extensive to employ and exhaust 
all the efforts of the intellect. This is 
true of mathematical and metaphysical 
science, of natural philosophy and astro- 
nomy, medical science, law, and civil 
policy. It is hardly necessary to ob- 
serve, that this is eminently true of theo- 
logical science, which has for its object 
the character, word and works of God; 
the nature of man, his apostacy, his resto- 
ration to the Divine kingdom, his virtue 
existing as a principle, and operating 
oe in all his duties to God, his 
ellow-creatures and himself; the charac- 
ter, offices, and kingdom of the Mediator; 
the character of the Holy Spirit, and his 
agency in renewing and sanctifying man, 
and in conducting him to endless life; 
and that boundless scheme of dispensa- 
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tions which controls all human concerns 
in the present world; and beyond the 
grave directs the existence of men and 
angels, their employments and their al- 
lotments for ever —At the same time, 
| theology is conversant, more than all 
other sciences, with that which is beau- 
| tiful, and that which is sublime I mean 
with that which is scen to be such by the 
intellect, and not merely that which is 
felt to be such by the imagination. The 
truths of theology are without limit con- 
/versant with moral excellence; and are 
extensively employed in unfolding to 
man whatever is lovely and dignified in 
the intellectual nature. There is no 
beauty or dignity of mind but virtue, and 
there is no virtue but that which is 
evangelical. It is noble and lovely, 
when, in its fairest forms, it is seen in 
such beings as we are. In angels it is 
sublime and wonderful. In Jehovah it 
is exalted not only above all conception, 
but ‘above all blessing and praise;’ a 
summit which receding beyond the ut- 
most reach of finite minds, will, as they 
ascend through the endless succession of 
ages, rise higher, and higher, and higher 
forever.” Vol. V. pp. 547—552. 





This is indeed an exceedingly im- 
perfect and unsatisfactory specimen 
of quotation; as the current of the 
author’s eloquence suffers a sudden 
interruption. If the extract has 
awakened in the reader such an in- 
terest as causes him to desire its 
continuation, and thence to study the 
work itself, our own wishes will be 
so far satisfied. A Christian jour- 
nalist ought to have only one end in 
view; and this will be obtained, in 
proportion as he succeeds in diffu- 
sing, confirming, and defending 
truth,—whether by the direct efforts 
of his own pen, or by introducing the 
attempts of others to the observation 
of mankind. 

Whatever may ultimately be the 
public decision on the theological 
importance of these volumes, they 
will at least tend to reduce to reason 
some persons who have indulged 4 
spirit of scepticism, not so much on 
the moral, as on the mental excel- 
lence of their relations on the other 








side of the Atlantic. 
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think, be at length conceded, that 
man in America, as well as in Eu- 
rope, is a reading, writing, and even 
thinking animal. This, by many, 
will be deemed a liberal concession. 
There are those among us from 
whom it will,’ however, and must 
ultimately, be extorted, in despite of 
what they have spoken and written 
tothe contrary. Our Quarterly Re- 
viewers and similar writers, should 
be aware of the recoil of their vitu- 
peration upon themselves; if in no 
ot..er point, yet in this, that the peo- 
ple of the United States are “bone of 
their bone, and flesh of their flesh;”’ 
descendants from a common ances- 
try, and substantially British in their 
civil and ecclesiastical institutions, 
literature, science, domestic habits; 
and entirely one with them in lan- 
guage. But thus it is that even- 
handed justice bestows its impartial 
decisions, and chastises the abettors 
of family quarrels, by causing them 
to expose their own shame. We 
wish that certain of our countrymen 
remembered, and imitated in the 
spirit of their conduct, the dignified 
consistency of his late Majesty, when 
he received the first ambassador of 
the new Republic with this address: 
“I was the last man, sir, to consent 
to the independence of America; and 
{ shall now be the last man to violate 
it.” Those who recollect the man- 
ner, and graceful elocution of George 
the Third, in the moments of royal 
etiquette, will imagine the effect of 
these manly expressions; and indeed 
it is, we believe, on record, that the 
ambassador, on this occasion, was 
completely overpowered, and retur- 
ned to his government, under the 
full conviction of the king’s deter- 
mination to maintain the relations of 
peace and amity. 

If America exhibits the vices of a 
young nation, she should not gratu- 
itously retaliate upon the alleged in- 
firmities of her aged and still sur- 
viving parent; though, as Americans 
seem to think, under the pressure of 
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years, and still suffering from vari- 
ous domestic troubles. One of these, 
so at least it appeared at the time, 
was the desertion of a favourite 
daughter on the 4th of July, 1776. 
Greybeards perfectly well recollect 
the consternation of the family at that 
trying moment; especially the shrieks 
and hysterics of the mother. They 
remember too, that for several tedi- 
ous years the strongest measures 
were adopted to effect the child’s 
return; but all in vain! A compro- 
mise at length took place in 1782, 
and since that time, (with one un- 
pleasant exception of recent date,) 
things have been tolerably quit.— 
Why then, not “det well alone?” — 
If we continue to complain, in our 
quarterly reports, of the disorder- 
ly behaviour of backwoodsmen, 
squatters, rowdiers, gougers, and 
other persons designated by appel- 
lations of similar elegance, we must 
not be angry, if we are reminded in 
return of ‘Thurtells, Proberts, Faun- 
tleroys, radicals, agitators, St. Giles’s 
and Wapping, and of the thousands 
classed and described by Mr. Col- 
quhoun, Mr. Pierce Egan—we beg 
pardon for coupling the names; and 
by “the gentlemen of the press,” in 
their “reports of the ring,’’ and the 
Westminster pit; and in their elabo- 
rate details of “sporting and pugi- 
lism,” and the existing morals of 
the theatres. Above all, let no 
American spy be suffered to take 
the steam-boat some summer morn- 
ing at Holyhead, and land the same 
afternoon atthe Pigeon-house; other- 
wise there will be some danger, lest, 
in an evil hour for us, he should 
hrogress slick right away through 
the emerald isle, guessing his route 
from county to county; and favour 
the world next season with two 
lengthly octavos from his publish- 
er’s store at New York; describing 
the state ofour sister kingdom, which, 
for centuries, had possessed a vice- 
regal court; a peerage, parliament, 
university, and, lastly, an established 
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church, with an independent and 
numerous clergy; yet, notwithstand- 
ing all these advantages, presents 
every fearful sign of insubordina- 
tion, misrule, and of the most abject 
and gloomy superstition. We are 
now, indeed, treading on tender 
ground; and we can only bring our- 
selves to the mention of Ireland, on 
this occasion, to demonstrate the in- 
fatuation of such persons as find in 
America nothing better than ‘a den 
of thieves,’ without adverting to the 
state of things at home.* 

Steering a middle course between 
adulation and contumely, we can- 
not for a moment doubt that the 
United States are rapidly rising in 
the scale of civilization, science, 
eneral literature, and moral vigour. 
e naval architecture, in steam navi- 
gation, in certain branches of en- 
graving, in amplifying the powers 
of machinery, in the construction 
and extent of canals, in the appoint- 
ments of both their military and 
mercantile marine, and in various 
practical applications of art and 
science, they are already either our 
superiors or our rivals. Their di- 
plomatists have contrived to meet 
the practised statesmen of Europe 


* Very, very far indeed are we from 
viewing the state of Ireland with the feel- 
ings generated by party questions.. Our 
only intention, in the above remarks is 
to illustrate the unfairness, and suicidal 
folly, of declaiming against the United 
States of America, on points where the 
parent country feels itself vulnerable and 
feeble. The time was when Dr. Johnson 
himself, who was a geod hater of the 
daughter, thus sung of his favourite 
metropolis;— 

“London—the needy villain’s general 

home, 

The common shore of Paris, and of 

Rome ” 

What the capital is become now, 
should in justice, be left to the deter- 
mination of its visitors from the banks of 
the Seine and Tiber; and, in default of 
their reports, to the wanderers from 
rn Charleston and Washing- 

n. 
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on tolerably equal terms; while Mr. 
Washington Irving occupies a con- 
spicuous rank, even in our own 
cherished Island, among the ele- 
gant, refined, and polished writers 
of the day. They regularly repub- 
lish all our popular works, and, 
among these, the Edinburgh and 
Quarterly Reviews, and some other 
British periodical publications; our 
own, as we have stated, among the 
number. Some of their own peri- 
odical works also, cspecially of a 
scientific kind, are in good repute. 
We have therefore only to give our 
cousins a little time; and in their 
turn, they will perhaps produce a 
Bacon and Newton, a Locke and 
Butler, a Milton and Shakespeare; 
as they have already, in the emer- 
gency of the war of independence, 
shown their Washington, and other 
chiefs of the armies, which, after a 
severe struggle with the disciplined 
veterans of Europe, established a 
new empire. In the mean time, we 
are quite as fully aware, as Mr. 
Fearon, Mr. Howison, and Mr. 
Cobbett, (for even he felt'the griev- 
ance,) of the frequent coarseness of 
American manners; and we are also 
conscious of the darkness over- 
shadowing those divisions of the 
States which, with all their republi- 
can intolerance of despotism, con- 
tinue to legalize slavery. This black 
Spot must be expunged, before 
America can be selected as the only 
land of liberty on the surface of a 
bondaged world. But here we 
pause; as, on this perilous topic, it 
becomes us to beware of the recoil! 

It is, however, chiefly to British 
Christians, that the increasing im- 
portance of the United States dis- 
closes the opening visions of future 
times. We have mentioned, in an 
early paragraph of this article, the 
identity of religious feeling which 
binds together the spiritual philan- 
thropists of the two countries. The 
principle thus brought into exercise; 
and receiving perpetual accessions 
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of vigour, by the plans of co-opera- 
tion constantly passing and repass- 
ing between us, will outlive all such 
international arrangements as ter- 
minate on this side the grave. Re- 
ligion, pure, un-sectarian religion 
is the golden chain, reaching from 
heaven to earth, and extending it- 
self throughout the communion of 
saints, wherever its members can 
be found, which, at this moment, re- 
unites, and will hereafter retain in 
the most intimate combination, the 
followers of Jesus Christ scattered 
among the millions of Great Bri- 
tain and America; and will, we are 
convinced, do more in effecting the 
continuance of a pacific system, 
than all the stratagems and elabora- 
tions of mere politicians. These 
wise men of the world have indeed 
very slender conceptions of the na- 
tional utility of their Christian fel- 
low-subjects and fellow-citizens. 
They are the salt of the earth, the 
means of preservation to a sinful 
world; although all the gratitude 
they receive, in return, may too ge- 
nerally be the same world’s derision, 
scorn, and neglect. Such preser- 
vatives were, once, less than ten 
righteous persons in a city devoted 
to destruction: and to one of whom, 
at the moment of the impending 
storm of fire and brimstone, it was 
said, “Haste thee, escape; for I 
cannot do any thing till thou be 
come thither;”’ that is, till he ceas- 
ed to be, (if we may adopt the term,) 
the palladium of the guilty inhabi- 
tants, whom his presence protected. 
We well remember, during the late 
war, the solemnity of the appeal to 
his countrymen made by an emi- 
nent American minister, (Dr. 
Morse,) with regard to a contest at 
once so unnatural and peculiarly 
anti-Christian; when he considered 
the religious character and obliga- 
tions of the belligerents, and the 
spiritual injuries each might sustain 
by the calamities incident to a state 
of hostility. Yet such was the elas- 








tic, irrepressible, invincible energy 
of religion, that the golden chain 
was never broken asunder. Our 
institutions for the diffusion of the 
Scriptures, of education, and of 
missions, pursued their uninterrupt- 
ed course. There was tranquility 
in the midst ofthe tempest. Surely 
this was a strong collateral proof of 
the reality of the religion of Jesus 
Christ; a sensible evidence of its 
greatness, and of its indes:ructible 
excellence and power. ‘Sve have 
since seen, at the anniversaries ot 
our own Societies, our brethren, iv 
the highest sense, from America, 
standing forward, and speaki: » 
our own tongue, and in their's 
wonderful works of God. We ha.- 
lately had the gratification of receiv- 
ing two of their Bishops, and assist- 
ing by our contributions in some of 
their plans of piety and benevolence; 
thus reviving a reciprocity of es- 
teem and affection. 

The great writer, for such he is, 
whose work primarily has given 
birth to these observations, was one 
who, before he departed from this 
earthly scene, beheld the horizon 
already glow with the bright pro- 
mises perhaps of millennial glory; 
or, if not of an era so supremely 
blessed, yet of one when God, as we 
trust, will visit the earth with an un- 
measurable plenteousness of grace 
and truth. He was the cordial and 
efficient friend of the magnificent 
schemes of good, now in full action 
among all our religious communi- 
ties. He was also alive to the in- 
juries intended against the moral 
and intellectual credit of his coun- 
try; and repelled them, not with the 
irascible temper of a partizan, but 
With the strength of a warrior capa- 
ble of resisting aggression, and, if 
necessary, of rolling back the tide 
of war upon the aggressor. He 
also discerned that, in proportion as 
every species of hostility was dis- 
countenanced, the two countries 
would obtain mutual benefit. He 
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identified their interests; and he 
scarcely wished his own America to 

ossess any source of prosperity, 
unless the consequences could be 
equally shared by the land of his 
fathers. If this be not an enlarged 
and enlightened patriotism, let the 
word henceforth lapse into desue- 
tude. He loves his country who 
loves mankind,—those of mankind, 
especially, in whom he can confide, 
as heirs of the same promises; and 
such as these, if to be found any 
where, are numbered among the in- 
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habitants of our own island, and of 
ver original colonies. We conclude, 
by citing, in reference to our kins- 
men, dispersed or dispersing over 
the wide regions stretching from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific, a passage, 
which also closes one of Mr. Wash- 
ington Irving’s conciliatory efforts, 
—‘For my brethren and compan- 
ions’ sakes, I wil! now say, Peace 
be within thee. Because of the 
nouse of the Lord our God, I will 
seek thy good’’! 
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From the N. Wales Gazette of 5th May. 
Welsh Antiquities, 


Vatvaste Hisroricat ANTIQUE.— 
Mr. Holford, of Kilgwyn, bad upon a 
part of his estate, at a considerable dis- 
tance from the mansion, a pyramidal 
stone, of prodigious magnitude, which 
he was desirous of removing near the 
house, but was deterred from the attempt 
by its apparent impracticability. In his 
absence, Mr. Holford, Jun. with the view 
of giving his father an agreeable sur- 
prise upon his return, collected a great 
number of the neighbouring tenantry to 
essay its removal. The whole lateral 
pressure of earth having been removed 
a team of five-and-twenty horses were 
put to, and succeeded, with some diffi- 
culty, in dislodging this ponderous mass 
from its site, and exposed to view a 
tablet, with the following inscription:— 

A PAWL A BRECEIhOdd un yvan 

hon hyd FLWdd An Ad Xxviii, 

AG ELim AP OWen Goch 

AL AddwydAC-C Addwydunman 

oaco f prec thy erift 1604, 
Which, when translated, we take to be— 
“St. Paul preached on this spot, about 
the year of our Lord 48;” and Elim ap 
Owen Goch suffered martyrdom, and was 
buried in the same place, for preaching 
Christ, 1604. This is an antique of con- 
siderable importance in an_ historical 
point of view, determining, as far as such 
evidence can, the hypothesis of our 
learned diocesan, that St. Paul preach- 
ed the Gospel in Britain. When this 
inscription was made does not appear; 
but even admitting it was as late as the 








early part of the 17th century, it shows 
the existence of a tradition to that effect, 
or of some historical record, of which 
this tablet is probably a transcript. 
From the distinctness of the date, we are 
inclined to think the latter; and that our 
ancestors were desirous of transmitting 
this interesting fact to posterity is ap- 
parent, from the immense labour which 
must have attended the sepulture of this 
tablet. We congratulate the principali- 
ty upon the discovery of this ancient re- 
lic; and we congratulate the bishop of 
St. David’s upon the discovery of this 
strong corroborating evidence, that 
Great Britain (aye, that Carmarthen- 
shire) is within the limits of St. Cle- 
ment’s—a point for which his lordship 
had contended long and earnestly, and 
as we think, successfully. ‘The discove- 
ry of this interesting tablet determined 
Mr. Holford to examine a cairn, or 
tumulus, also upon his property; the re- 
sult of which was the discovery of two 
earthen vases, one of which, through the 
carelessness of the workmen, was 
broken; the other, in which were human 
bones, was preserved. Under these also 
was found a tablet, with an inscription, 
partly Welsh and partly corrupt Latin, 
of which the following is a transcript:— 
Hic JACET iN kAIRN hoN 
CoRpvs Lypvs 
DA Escop TRECASTELL 
Lloscod AD. 427 

This bears the date of the tifth century, 
and is inscribed to the memory of Lupus, 
bishop of Trecastle, whose remains 't 18 
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coveries were made in the parish of 
Mothvey; and if an examination were 
set on foot generally in the principality, 
we are sanguine that many valuable an- 
tiques may be rescued from oblivion, 
and that the cause of history would be 
materially benefitted by the recovery. 
We should have observed, that in dig- 
ging up the tablet which records Bt. 
Paul's preaching in this island, human 
bones and ashes were found. The py- 
ramidal stone (one of the meini hirion al- 
luded to in Archdeacon Beynon’s ad- 
dress at the opening of the Cymreigyd- 
don meeting in our hall) was formerly 
surrounded with a hedge. Since its 
deportation to the lawn at Kilgwyn, part 
of it has been polished, and it proves to 
be a block of red marble, beautifully 
variegated with blue veins. The farm 
on which the stone stood was formerly 
called Gelly-maen, obviously deriving 
its name from the stone. The other 
inscription, it will be seen, records the 
martyrdom of Elim ap Owen Goch, for 
preaching Christ.” 


New Jersey Literary Society —On 
the llth ultimo, a number of the most 
distinguished gentlemen from different 
parts of the State, met at Nassau Hall, 
and formed an association, to be called 
the “Lrrerarr ann PurLosoruicat So- 
ciety or New Jenszr.” The officers 
for the ensuing year, are, the Hon. 2. 
Kirkpatrick, of New Brunswick, Presi- 
dent.—Hon. Charles Ewing, of Trenton, 
His Excellency Gov. Williamson, Eliza. 
bethtown, Hon. WW. Dickerson, of Morris 
county, Rev. Dr. Carnahan, Princeton 
College, Dr. 4. R. Taylor, New Bruns- 
wick, Vice Presidents. Rev. Dr. .tAl- 
ler, Corresponding Secretary. Dr. Van 
Cleve, Treasurer. Executive Committee, 
Dr. Alexander, Mr. Gummerte, of Bur- 
lington, James S. Green, Esq. L. Q. C. 
Elmer, Esq. of Bridgetown, and Profes- 
sor .Maclean of the College. ‘The spirit 
with which the Society was begun, the 
judicious arrangement of their plan, and 
the character of the gentlemen associat- 
ed, promise well for the reputation of 
the State of New Jersey, and the inter- 
ests of the Republic of Letters. 

Georgia Historical Documents.—The 
Legislature of Georgia at its late session 
adopted the following resolution: 

Whereas it was a practice among the 
inhabitants of the Colony and province 
of Georgia to publish from time to time, 
authentic accounts of their condition; 





and whereas, it would be highly expedi- 
VoL. 7...N0. 4.—22 
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ent to revive a custom, which would re- 


sult in benefits, not to present residents 
of the state only, but even perhaps to 
their most remote posterity; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Justices of the In- 
ferior Court, be, and they are hereby 
requested, to furnish His Excellency the 
Governor, for the use of the citizen ap- 

pointed to collect the historical docu- 
_ ments, on, or before the first Monday in 
/ November next, with information gene- 
rally, respecting their several counties 
and particularly as to the following 
points:—1i. The Soil, together with the 
the nature, quantity, and quality of its 
produce, 2, Trade and Manufactures. 
3. Natural History, in a comprehensive 
sense. 4, Natural and Artificial Curiosi- 
ties. 5. Internal improvements, from 
one period of time toanother. 6 Pecu- 
liar Settlements, their origin and subse- 
quent history. 7. Academies, and other 
Schools, together with the state of 
Learning, generally. 8. Various Sects 
of Religion removed or existing. 9. 
| Manners, Habits and Amusements of the 
people. 

Paragreling.—In an English paper, it 
is stated, that the whole country in the 
neighbourhood of Lausanne, is under- 
going a singular process called paragre- 

ing. ‘he paragreles consist of poles 
40 feet high, placed 500 feet from each 
other, to which conductors are attached. 
_ Great ravages are frequently occasioned 
to the vineyards by hail storms; and it is 
asserted that these conductors, by de- 
priving the hail clouds of their supera- 
bundant electricity, will cause their con- 
tents to descend either in snow or rain. 
New PuBLications, 
| A Vindication of the Argument, a Pri- 
ori, in Proof of the Being and Attributes 
of God, from the Objections of Dr. Wa- 
terland. By the Rev. Frederick Beas- 
ley, D. D. Provost of the University of 
Pennsylvania. Philadelphia, 1825,— 
Price 374 cents, 
| Narrative of labours in South Wales, 
performed partly in company with the 
Rev. John Wesley, in the years 1767-8, 
containing an account of the religious 
state of that country, with notices of its 
ancient castles and natural curiosities,— 
The whole illustrative of the Early His- 
tory of Methodism. ‘To which is added 
a covenant with God, entered into at 
| Pembrock, on the 3d September, 1768. 
| By the Rev. Joseph Pilmore, D. D. late 
Rector of St- Paul’s Church, Philadel- 
_phia. Found among his papers after his 
decease, Price 50 cents, 
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Religious XEntelligence. 


COLOMBIA—THE SABBATH. 

By late Caraccas papers it ap- 
pears that, in some respects, this 
new country has already gone far- 
ther in public immoralities, than 
its exemplars. Among the re- 
cently adopted customs of foreign 
nations, horse-racing holds a promi- 
nent place; but the vices of gaming, 
and excesses of various kinds, com- 
monly attendant on racing, were not 
sufficient in Colombia. Their ‘rac- 
ing must have the additional charm 
of being practised on the Sabbath. 
The Colombiano of the 14th Sept. 
says, that on the Sunday preceding, 
a match for $1000 was run between 
a horse of General Paez and ano- 
ther, and that the concourse of spec- 
tators was immense. It is added, 
“the same match will be run again 
on Sunday next.”—M. Y. Chronicle. 


IRELAND. 

A Meeting of the Carlow Aux- 
iliary Bible Society was held in that 
town on Wednesday the 28th of 
July. The Roman Catholic priests 
of the neighborhood, at first mani- 
fested a disposition to interfere, but 
their hearts failed them, and they, 
soon after, published in the Carlow 
newspaper, an article accounting 
for their absence, on the very char 
itable ground, (amazing change,) 
that they were unwilling to exas- 
perate in a higher degree, the odi- 
um theologicum, which had alrea- 
dy been too much excited. Has 
charity or past failure led to this de- 
cision? Be this as it may, our rea- 
ders will learn with satisfaction, 
that the sa/e of Bibles and Testa- 
ments has been five fold more since 
the stormy discussions of last year. 
Nor will the vituperative resolu- 
tions adopted by the Catholics at a 
late meeting in the above town, 
against the free circulation of the 


Scriptures, impede the work of illu- 
mination which is now advancing in 
the sister island with almost incon- 
ceivable rapidity.—| English paper. 


BERLIN, 

An article in the Frankfort Jour- 
nal, dated Berlin, May 24, states 
that the two Chinese, who are at 
Halle, had asked the King’s per- 
mission to be instructed in the 
Christian religion. 

After having received for ten 
months, instruction from the Rey. 
M. Trenmann, they were baptised 
with great solemnity on Ascension- 
day, before a numerous assembly of 
clergy and civil authorities, and on 
the Sunday following, received the 
Sacrament in St. George’s Church. 
His Majesty the King, was pleased 
to be sponsor to Osseng, the elder, 
and his royal Highness Prince Wil- 
liam, his Majesty’s brother, to Abo, 
the younger of the two. 


Missionary Seminary at Berlin. 

The Rev. and celebrated Mr. 
Jaenicke of that city writes, through 
his assistant, the Rev. J. W. Ruck- 
ert, in the following terms :— 
‘There continue to be 12 dear bre- 
thren in our Seminary at Berlin, 
ready to go forth to the work of 
their Lord. In literary education, 
they are advanced further than any 
of the former students, and in piety, 
they yield to none of their predeces- 
sors. Ifthe Lord should incline to 
us, the hearts of one of the Mis- 
sionary Societies in England, to pro- 
mote some of our dear young bre- 
thren to the harvest amongst the 
heathen, we confidently trust, that 
the believers in Germany would be 
willing for still greater offerings, and 
that in future, Missionary Societies 
in Britain will not have to complain 
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Germany be able to excuse them- 
selves by the want of opportunity to 
take part in the most sacred of cau- 
ses. ‘Jehovah is our light and our 
salvation, whom shall we fear ’— 
Jehovah is our strength, of whom 
shall we be afraid?’ When the 
true worshippers of the Lord Jesus 
stand mantully in faith and love, 
hope must become certainty; and 
the time cannot be far distant when 
ali shall know, that Jesus is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.” 


—== 
STATE OF RELIGION IN FRANCE. 


Ata late monthly concert of prayer in 
Boston, a considerable portion of the 
evening was occupied by the Rev. 
Sereno E. Dwight, who has recently 
returned to this country from Europe, 
in describing the moral and religious 
condition of France. The following 
sketch of his remarks, is taken from 
the Recorder and Telegraph. 


In Paris, says Mr. D., there are 
four places where public worship 
is held on the Sabbath in the English 
language :—I. The Chapel of the 
British Ambassador, where the 
chaplain of the embassy preaches 
every Sabbath morning.—2. The 
French Protestant Church in the 
Rue St. Honora, in which the same 
gentleman officiates in the after- 
noon. 3. The American Church, 
so called, because an American re- 
sident in Paris | who has since re- 
turned to this country] procured, 
through the medium of Mr. Galla- 
tin, our Minister at the French 
Court, the consent of the Govern- 
ment for its establishment. It is a 
small circular hall in the upper sto- 
ry of the Church last mentioned.— 
The present Minister is the Rev. 
Mark Wilks, a most valuable and 
pious man. 4. The fourth place of 
worship in English, is in the Cha- 
teau Marboeuf in the Champs Ely- 
sees, a building purchased by the 
Rev. Lewis Way, at an expense of 
£10,000 sterling. Mr. Way is 
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| possessed of a very large fortune, 


and is a man eminently devoted to 
the prosperity of religion. He him- 
self opened this place of worship, 
and preached there regularly until 
his health failed, which was some 
time in the month of May last.— 
When Mr. D. attended, the house 
was filled; almost all the hearers 
being English residents in Paris, of 
which description there are said to 
to be usually not less than 20,000. 

Of French Protestant Churches 
in Paris—either reformed or Luthe- 
ran—there are four or five. Some 
of the clergy, who formerly embra- 
ced Unitarian sentiments, appear to 
have renounced them. Yet their 
preaching, even now, is not re- 
markably discriminating. Among 
other things, the long contest with 
Popery seems to have had an un- 
favourable influence. Those, howe- 
ver, who have witnessed the pro- 
gress of evangelical religion in that 
meiropolis, are greatly encouraged; 
and Mr. D. was assured by Rey. 
Mr. Wilks and other Clergymen, 
that nothing was wanting but hou- 
ses of worship and faithful Minis- 
ters, to induce many thousands of 
the people to unite themselves to 
Protestant congregations. The ex- 
isting Churches for French Protes- 
tants are very much crowded. A 
French Bible Society, Missionary 
Society, and Tract Society, are 
strange names—yet such Societies 
have recently been formed, and are 
every year gaining strength. 

There is also in Paris a Theolo- 
gical institution, under the charge of 
the Rev. Prof. Galland, a man of 
high attainments and great excel- 
lence, who was called to that sta- 
tion from his pastoral labours in 
Berne. Two or three professors 
are connected with him in the man- 
agement of the Institution, all of 
whom are regarded as men of piety. 
The students, of whom there is a 
considerable number, are generall 
poor, and are aided by the liberality 
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of English Christians, The charac- 
ter of these young men is excellent. 
Though France is a Catholic 
country, yet, with the exception of 
afew periods of short duration in 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centu- 
ries, dissent from the established re- 
ligion has not been wholly prevent- 
ed, as it has been in Spain and Italy. 
The Protestants were very numer- 
ous before the massacre of Bar- 
tholomew’s Eve, and again belore 
the revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes. The late Emperor, though 
he establisied the Catholic Church. 
was an avowed enemy to religious 
persecution, and a decided friend to 
the Protestant Church, to which he 
gave maby inportant privileges.— 
As such, his memory is cherished 
with gratitude by all the Protestants 
of France. The charter given by 
the late King, Louis XVIIIth, ow- 
ing probably to the very difficult 
circumstances in which he was pla- 
ced on ascending the throne, was 
favourable to their civil and reli- 
gious liberty. It acknowledged and 
secured the rights of the Protestant 
Church. Yet, in the early part of 
his reign, 1815, ’16, and 717, ve- 
ry violent persecutions existed in 
the South of France against the Pro- 
testants, and a considerable number 
of them are said to have suffered 
death from the hands of violence.— 
If the Government did not directly 
sanction this violence, it is regarded 
by the Protestants as having winked 
at it;—-yet they appear to suppose 
that Louis X VIIIth himself was op- 
posed to it, and was not unfriendly 
to their cause. The present King 
is far less favourable to the Protes- 
tant religion than his predecessor. 
He has been, through life, an open 
profligate, and most notorious liber- 
tine; and now, to make his peace 
with the Church and with heaven, 
he has commenced the furious bigot, 
and readily consents to any mea- 
sures, however oppressive, which 
are proposed by the Catholic party 
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against the Protestants and their re- 
iigion. 

A law was enacted last winter, 
professedly to prevent sacrilege; 
the purport of which is, that if any 
individual, in passing a statue of the 
Virgin Mary, shall treat it with dis- 
respect, (without specifying what 
the disrespect is,) he shall be liable 
to lose his right hand—or, as the 
case may be, his life. While this 
law was under debate, a Protestant 
peer, from the South of France, 
waited on the King, and told him 
that if the bill should pass, and an 
attempt were made to enforce ijt, it 
would produce an insurrection in 
that part of the kingdom, and ear- 
nestly besought that it might not be 
sancuoned by the throne. The 
King told him he should have gone 
with his complaint to the Minister 
of Religion. He replied that he had 
done so; and because his application 
was rejected there, he now appeal- 
ed to his Majesty. The King is said 
to have turned on his heel, with the 
declaration, * You know, sir; there 
is HO salvation out of the Catholic 
Church.” 

Far the larger number of the Pro- 
testants are in the South of France. 
There they have many large con- 
gregations, furnished with respecta- 
ble clergymen, and in many of the 
departments constitute the majority 
of the population. Since the perse- 
cutions of 1815, they have increas- 
ed very rapidly in that part of the 
kingdom. They are very numer- 
ous, also, on the borders of Switzer- 
land, and on the Rhine; in the two 
Departments of the Upper and 
Lower Rhine, far more so than the 
Catholics. There the Lutheran 
clergy are more numerous than 
those of the Reformed Church; and 
too many of both have imbibed the 
Unitarianism and Neologism of Ger- 
many; with effects equally undesira- 
ble upon the religious character of 
the people. 
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hostile to the Protestants, and imelin- 
ed to exercise severity toward them, 
yet so long as the charter of Louis 
XV Il1lth is permitted to continue in 
force, they will retain no small de- 
gree of religious freedom, as by it 
they are permitted to 
books, and on application to the 
coustituted authorities, to establish 
Churches. The general intelligence 
which exists in France, the freedom 
of the press, the unpopularity of the 
French King, and the prevalence of 
infidelity, ali afford a sort of securi- 
ty to religious freedom, 

The bible is very rarely to be 
found in France, either in families 
or in the bovksellers’ shops. Ex- 
cept in the few shops kept by Pro- 
testants, it is not for sale in Paris.— 
Tae Catholics are, alinost without 
exception, extremely ignorant of its 
contents. It is, deed very rare to 
find either a layman or a clergy- 
man of ths denomination, who ap- 
pears to have any knowledge of it, 
except what 1s derived from a com- 
pilauon often to be met, made up 
of extracts from the histories of the 
Old and New ‘Testaments, the 
Apocrypha, and the lives of the 
Saints. 

The number of Protestants in 
France was esimated in 1807, at 
two millions; and probably may now 
amount to 2,500,000 or 3,000,000, 
scattered extensively throughout 
the kingdom. This dispersion, if 
they can be united, will give them 
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the efforts of the Protestants of 
France. Extracts from the Re- 
ports and Correspondence of the 
British Religious Charitable Socie- 
ties, are regularly published. At- 
tempts at persecution are immedi- 
ately exposed in the English news- 
papers; and, since the abolition of 
the censure, in those of France also. 
The clergymen employed as agents, 
by the Continental Society, have 
succeeded in waking up a spirit of 
inquiry; and in a considerable num- 
ber of places their labours have been 
followed by unusual attention to re- 
ligion, both among Protestants and 
Catholics. Several of the Catholic 
Clergy have in consequence come 
forward as open friends to evangeli- 
cal religion. 


General Knowledge Society. 

At a meeting in London in April 
last, Lord Russell in the chair, it 
was resolved to form a Society with 
this title, whose object should be 
the publication of approved works 
in the various branches of useful 
knowledge, and at so low a price as 
to bring them within the reach of the 
peasantry of the kingdom. The So- 
ciety is to be truly NaTiIonaL, ex- 
cluding every thing of a party na- 
ture, either in religion or politics. 
A general Depository is to be es- 
tablished in London, where all the 
business is to be carried on; and 
auxiliary Depots opened in various 


: far greater influence. And many || parts of the kingdom. Cheap re- 
eh circumstances now conspire to pro- prints will form a prominent part of 
; mote union and co-operation—par- || the Society’s labours; but men of 
' ticularly the persecutions of the || talents will be employed in the com- 
: government, the liberty of the press, || position of new treatises, when such 
: the establishment of a Bible Socie- || are required. 
. ty, a Tract Society, a Missionary The Works published by this 
i Society, and the Theological Semi- |] Society will include the following 
: nary at Paris. British Christians, || subjects: — 
; also, particularly in the labours of 1. Religious and Moral. Natural 
: the British and Foreign Bible Socie- heey 9 weidenees of Christianity ; 
, . : ~ . a ales. 
: ekerting a poweriul inthace, Me] le Historical. Sacred. History; Be- 
anki th Rs d oS clesiastical History; Ancient and Mod- 
18 ing the hearts and concentrating |} ern History in general; Biography. 
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Ill. Scientific. Geography; Mathe- 
matics; Natural Preeys armen 
Natural History; Arts and ufactures, 
with a particular view to the practical 
application of Scientific Principles. 

IV Miscellaneous. Voyages and Tra- 
vels; Political Economy; The British 
Constitution and Laws; Domestic and 
Rural Economy; Interesting Nartatives, 
and Anecdotes—chiefly such as are illus- 
trative of moral sentiments and habits ; 
Poetry. 


INFANT SCHOOLS. 
The first Anniversary Meeting of 
what is appropriately called the In- 
fant School Society, was lately held 
in London. The Marquis of Lans- 
downe presided, and Mr. Brougham, 
Lord Calthrope, Rev. Mr. Irving, 
and others were present, and made 
speeches. There was a crowded 
attendance of ladies, and the Cana- 
dian chiefs were present. The re- 
port stated that the society had met 
with astonishing success, in effecting 
its objects, which were “to promote 
the education and tractability of in- 
fants of tender years.” Nothing,” 
the report adds, “could be more in- 
teresting or gratifying than the ap- 
pearance of these schools, in which 
a system of education, adapted to 
the tender capacities of these child- 
ren (in arms) is carried on with (we 
repeat,) astonishing success, from 
the early age of 18 months, and up- 
wards.” Mr. Sykes, a member of 
Parliament, who was one of the 
speakers on the occasion, said, that 
“at the first he was one of those who 
were prejudiced against the system, 
but when he afterwards saw child- 
ren of 18 months and two years old, 
moving tractably together, and im- 
bibing the elements of early educa- 
tion, then he could no longer shut 
his eyes to the great merit and ac- 
tual value of a plan so full of advan- 
tage to society at large.” Mr. 
Brougham said, “he had seen a re- |. 
solution proposed by one Rt. Rev. 
Prelate, another Rt. Rev. Prelate in 
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institution for the formation of Infant 
Schools. He congratulated the meet- 
ing on this great advance im the ob- 
ject they all had so much at heart. 
He was persuaded the very learned 
prelates to whom he had alluded, 
the Bishops of London and Chester, 
could not, if they were to live in this 
lower world 500 years, have render- 
ed a greater service to the cause of 
religion and human happiness, nor 
act in a more perfect conformity 
with their sacred characters, as over- 
seers of the Christian Church, than 
by the early cultivation of the hu- 
man mind. It was a mistake that 
religion was to be excluded from the 
education of children; it was only 
desirable that they should not be 
puzzled with mysteries beyond their 
comprehension.” ‘The amount of 
the subscriptions for the objects of 
the society, the last year, was 1534/, 
568. 


ea 
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EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING OF 
THE EDUCATION SOCIETY, 


In presenting to our readers the 
account of the proceedings at its last 
annual meeting, we avail ourselves 
of the occasion to say a few words 
in its behalf. 

In the narrative of their proceed- 
ings for the past year, which the 
Board of Directors have laid before 
the Members of the Society, it will 
be perceived that there is no cause 
for discouragement. But when we 
compare what this Society has done, 
with what some other Societies of 
the same kind are doing,—for in- 
stance, the American Education So- 
ciety; it seems as if it had done al- 
most nothing. But it would be a 
mistaken view of its usefulness, 
should it be supposed that, during 
the eight years of its existence, the 
aid afforded the eight beneficiaries 
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pursuing their studies, is all that has 
been accomplished. Itis only when 
taken in connexion with the School, 
where its beneficiaries are placed, 
that the whole extent of its useful 

ness is perceived. While the Edu- 
cation Society is paying to that 
School, for the instruction of its 
beneficiaries, a very trifling conside- 
ration; it enables that instituuon to 
afford instruction to many other can- 
didates for the ministry, who proba- 
bly otherwise would not have the 
advantages of seminary instruction, 
and consequently might never be- 
come Ministers in our Church. The 
success of that Seminary during the 
past year, has been such that, in- 
cluding the beneficiaries, five of its 
pupils have been admitted to the ho- 
ly order of Deacons, and twenty-two 
received the aid of its instruction. 
The assistance thus rendered by this 
Society, must be viewed as having 
in no inconsiderable degree aided a 
Seminary, which, under God, may 
be considered the hope of the Church 
in this southern section of our coun- 
try. Itis only by taking this view, 
that the full extent of the usefulness 
of this Society will be perceived; and 
should it be the means of sending 
only five Ministers into the field of 
labour every year, great good will 
be done. 

But, lest it should be supposed by 
any person uninformed on the sub- 
ject, that there is no need for any 
uncommon exertions to bring Min- 
isters into the Lord’s vineyard, we 
will state a few facts relating to the 
Dioceses of Virginia and Maryland. 

Virginia has a population, whiehy 
according to the last census, was up- 
wards of 1,065,000. Now, allowing 
that every Clergyman is competent 
to the task of giving sufficient reli- 
gious instruction to 1500 persons— 
which is 500 more than any reason- 
able calculator would make—no less 
than 710 Ministers are required to 
supply that state. And how many do 
we find? 








In the Episcopal Church, ! 





EDUCATION SOCIET\. ivé 


only 32; in the Presbyterian, accord- 
ing to the returns made to the last 
General Assembly of that Church, 
57; in the Methodist connexion, ac- 
cording to the Minutes of the last 
General Conference, about 73; and 
in the Baptist, according to the re- 
turns made last May, about 850 of 
every grade. Now, adding 15 for 
all other denominations, the whole 
number of Ministers in Virginia, is 
only 529. Allowing that all these 
are competent religious instructers, 
there is a deficiency of 181 accord- 
ing to this large apportionment! 
But all we have mentioned, are not 
to be taken into the calculation; for 
the numbers given, include 20 in the 
Presbyterian Church who have no 
stated charge. ‘This includes the 
infirm, the superannuated, and those 
engaged as professors and teachers 
in seminaries of learning. In the 
Episcopal Church, there are two 
without parochial charges. And in 
the Baptist connexion, there are mul- 
titudes, we may almost say, who are 
not exclusively engaged in the min- 
istry; for though they may preach, 
yet they are engaged on their farms 
or in mechanical employments, It 
is supposed that such is the case 
with at least two-thirds, or 238—— 
making 256 to be deducted from 
529, the whole number. Here, 
then, it will be perceived, that in- 
stead of a deficiency of 181, we have 
a deficiency of 454, and that, too, 
when the Ministers of all denomina- 
tions are included. But supposing 
that a thousand is as many as can 
be profitably attended to by one 
Clergyman, which, in truth, is too 
large a number, then there is a de- 
ficiency of near 800. But Virginia, 
as has been truly said, “is peculiarly 
the State of Episcopalians.” No 
longer ago than 1799, it had, ac- 
cording to the returns made to the 
General Convention, 67 Episcopal 
Ministers. And all over the State, 
you may perceive the heart-sadden- 
ing and melancholy remains of tem- 





















ples once dedicated to Jehovah, call- 
ing aloud on Protestant Episcopali- 
ans for faithful labourers to repair 
their ruins. SP Lbs 

In Maryland, the state of things is 
more favourable. The population 
of that State, according to the last 
census, was somewhat above 407 - 
000. According to the calculation 
made fur Virginia, upwards of 270 
ministers are required for a supply. 
But what is their number? In the 
Episcopal Church we have 51; in 
the Presbyterian 14; in the Methodist 
connexion 45; in the Baptist 29; and 
in the Lutheran about 15, it is sup- 
posed—making in all 154, leaving a 
deficiency of 116; even supposing 
all these competent religious instruc- 
ters, and engaged assuch. But de- 
ducting from the above numbers for 
the infirm, the superannuated, and 
those engaged in seminaries of learn- 
ing and otherwise employed—14 
from the Episcopal ministers, 4 from 
the Presbyterian, and 15 from the 
Baptist, and only 121 is left, then the 
deficiency is no less than 150! But 
allowing only a thousand persons to 
the ministry of each clergyman, and 
the deficiency will be 286!! 

There are in the Diocess of Ma- 
ryland, upwards of 60 organized 
parishes. Ifthen, only 37 Episco- 
pal ministers are engaged in paro- 
chial instruction, there are at this 
moment 23 vacant parishes. In 
these, there are at least 35 churches 
and chapels in which, consequently, 
the sound of the Gospel is not heard 


for want of ministers. 
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say, that the cry from almost every 
quarter is, send us ministers. 

But it is said by some, that there 
are even now, more ministers than 
can find support. It is indeed a 
fact greatly to be lamented, that so 
many faithful labourers in the Lord’s 
vineyard, are deemed so little wor- 
thy of their hire, as the difficulty of 
getting a support would seem to in- 
dicate. But what is to be done?— 
Shali the Gospel not be preached 
for want of a support?) Shall so 
many desutute be permitted quietly 
to go down to destruction, without 
any effort in their behalf?) Will 
things ever be different among the 
desutute, if the Gospel be not 
preached to them! Is it supposed 
that they will be better able, or more 
disposed to support the Gospel a 
few years hence, than now? That 
vur vacant parisves are becoming 
inore disposed to support ministers, 
ihe longer they remain vacant? Facts 
prove the reverse; for where no 
minister of the Gospel is found, 
things are growing daily worse, in 
stead of better. What then is to be 
done’ No other practicable way 
presents itself, than that ministers 
must be sent to them-—-ministers 
who shall seek not theirs, but them: 
who shall preach the Gospel with 
all faithfulness: who shall arouse 
them trom their death-like slumbers: 
who shall be contented with simply 
tuod and raiment. And, such are 
the ministers which this Education 
Society are desirous of sending 


l—not entangled with the cares 


on the consecrated day of the a forth: young men full of faith and 


In these estimates, the District of 
Columbia has not been taken into the 
account. We could point you to 
many other States, where the con- 
dition of things is no better than in 
those to which we have now refer- 
red—for such is understood to be 
the situation of the whole Southern 
section of our country, as well as the 
western, but ii is not deemed neces- 


families—who can live on little, 
and who are devoted to the salvation 
of souls, and the building up of the 
Church. For ourselves, we wish to 
send forth only such as will be de- 
voted labourers. And if such men 
find congregations to preach to, who 
cannot support them, they must 
have aid from missionary societies, 
formed among others. We honest- 








sary. We state a fact, when we 
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way by which the waste places of 
Zion can ever be built up. But it 
is time that we should introduce to 
our readers, the proceedings of the 
Society, 

Washington, Oct. 27, 1825. 

This being the day for the an- 
nual meeting of 7he Society for the 
Education of fious young Men for 
the Ministry of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, although the wea- 
ther was very inclement, yet a 
larger number than usual of the 
members assembled at St. Johns 
Church, in this city. 

The President having taken the 
chair, the meeting was opened 
with prayer by the Rev. Dr. B. P. 
Aydelotte. 

The report of the Treasurer was 
presented and referred to a Com- 
mittee, who reported that they 
found it correct. 

On motion of the Rev. 
Henshaw, it was 

Unanimously Reselved, that while the 


Mr. 


members of this Suciety bow with resig- || 


nation to the afflicting dispensation of | 
Divine Providence, which has removed | 
from his earthly labours their late res- 
pected Ist Vice-President, the Rev, 
Oxiver Nonris; they deem it their duty 
to record their affectionate remembrance 
of his many personal virtues, and of 
their grateful sense of the benefits con- 
ferred upon this institution, by his offi- 
eial services. 


On motion of Mr. Herbert, a 
Committee of nomination of offi- 
cers for the ensuing year was ap- 
pointed; whose report being re- 
ceived, was, after being amended, 
adopted as follows :-— 


Rev. Dr. Wilmer, Alexandria, President’ 





Ist Vice-President, 

-——Wm. Hawley, Washington, 2d do. | 

——John P. K. Henshaw, Baltimore, | 
3d do. 

—— William Meade, Frederick Co. Va. 
4th do. 

——Ethan Allen, Washington, Secre- 


tary. ; 
@. Page, Esq. Alexandria, Treasurer. 
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Walter D. Addison, Georgetown, | 





MANAGERS. 


Rev. Charles Mann, Charles Co, Md. 
——John Johns, Fredericktown, do, 
——George Lemmon, ee ae do. 
—— Wm. Armstrong, Frederick County, 
Md 
-—Dr. B P. Aydelotte, Elk Ridge, Md. 
— Wm Jackson, Chestertown, Md. 
——Horatio N. Gray, Georgetown, D. C. 
——Professor Keith, Alexandria, do. 
——Edward CC. McGuire, Fredericks. 
burgh, Va. 
Fredenck W. 
ville, Va. 
——Dr. James Milnor, New-York, N. Y. 
——N. B. Crocker, Providence, R. I. 
——Prof. Mctivaine, West Point, N. Y. 
Geo. Boyd, Philadelphia, Pa. 
s. W. Prestman, New Castle, Del. 
Francis S. Key, }sq (Georgetown, D. C, 
Dr. Thomas Henderson, do. 
Richard Smith, Esq. Washington, D. C. 
Edmund I. Lee, ksq. Alexandria, D. C, 
Dr. Humphry Peake, do. 
Hon John C. Herbert, Prince George’s 
Co Md. 
Richard W. West, Esq. do. 
Daniel Murray, Esq. Ann Arundel, Md. 
| John Thomas, Esq. West River, Md. 
Clement Brooke, tsq. Prince George’s 
Co. Md. 
Philip Nelson, Esq. Frederick Co. Va, 
'| Edward Colston, Esq. Martinsburgh, Va. 
‘| Wm. Fitzhugh, Esq Stafford Co Va, 
|;Reuben T. Thom, Esq. Fredericks- 
burgh, Var 
Hon. Hugh Nelson, Albermale, Va, 
These officers, together with the 
following Patrons, constitute the 
_ Board of Directors for the Society. 
John Contee, Esq. Prince George’s Co. 


Md 
Dr. Elisha De Butts, Baltimore. 


Hatch, Charlottes- 

















Dr. William Donaldson, — do. 
| Joseph Todhunter, Esq. do. 
‘Yalbut Jones, Esq do. 
R. B. Magruder, Esq. do, 


Rev. John P. K. Henshaw, do. 
William Norris, Esq. do. 

Col. Archibald Henderson, Washington. 
Hon. J. S. Morsell, Georgetown.* 


Thomas Cramphin, Esq. Montgomery 


Co., Md. 


*Those Patrons who have heretofore 
been elected managers will perceive 
that their being left out, was beca se 
there was no necessity or Fos age in 
making them members of the Board, 





| when they are already such. 
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On motion of Mr. Hawiecy, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this So- 
ciety be given to the several Auxiliary 
Societies, for their exertions and zealous 
co-operation in promoting the interest 
and prosperity of this institution. 

It was also 

Resolved, That the annual meetings 
of this Society take place at 10 o’clock, 
A. Mg on the day of meeting, and be 
opened with the administration of the 
Lord’s Supper, in addition to the ser- 
vice of the Church. 

The Constitution was so altered 
as to make the day of the annual 
meeting, the last Wednesday in- 
stead of the last Thursday of Oct. 

The following is the report of 
the Board of Directors. 

In compliance with that part of 
the Sd article of the constitution 
of this Society, which requires 
“that at every annual meeting, the 
Directors shall present a detailed 
report of their proceedings during 
the year preceding,” the Board 
lay before the members of the 
Society the following Report :-— 

The Board of Directors, while 
they deeply lament not having 
been able to accomplish more dur- 
ing the past year in behalf of the 
cause confided to their trust, yet, 
with sincere gratitude to the great 
head of the Church, they have the 
satisfaction of recording some pro- 
gress in the great work in which 
they have been engaged. Yet, 
“not unto us, O Lord; not unto us, 
but to thy name be the glory.”— 
In making this their eighth annu- 
al report, the Directors have to 
state that during the past year 
the Society has been prospered in 
its undertakings beyond their most 
sanguine expectations. They have 
thought it adviseable, however, for 
the present at least, from the situa- 
tion of their affairs, to restrict their 
pecuniary aid to such as are alrea- 
dy candidates for the ministry, or 
possess such qualifications as are 
required by the canons of the 
Church, of a person in order to 
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become acandidate. Consequent- 
ly, at their semi-annual meeting, 
it was “resolved, that all persons 
who shall hereafter be admitted 
as beneficiaries of this Society, 
shall either produce a diploma 
from some College, or stand a 
satisfactory examination on the 
general principles of Natural and 
moral Philosophy and Rhetoric, 
and in the Latin and Greek lan- 
guages, in the following works, or 
such others as shall be considered 
as equivalent substitutes, namely : 
Sallust, Virgil’s Aneid, Cicero’s 
Orations or de Officiis, and the 
four Gospels, Xenophon’s Cyro- 
pedia, and the first three books of 
Homer’s Iliad. Compliance with 
this resolution cannot be dispen- 
sed with, except in | gorge cases, 
at the discretion of the standing 
Committee.”” This resolution, it 
will be perceived, will entirely 
prevent the misapplication of 
money on those who may chan 
their minds, after setting out for 
the Ministry, before they become 
candidates, or on those whose de- 
ficiency of talents or acquirements 
would preclude them from ever 
being admitted candidates. This 
resolution, and the one passed by 
the Board, July 2d, 1823, requir- 
ing “the beneficiaries of this So- 
ciety, who are students of Theolo- 
gy, to be placed under the care of 
the Theological School of the 
Diocess of Virginia,” have tended 
to narrow the limits of the Socie- 
ty’s aid, and also to secure a more 
beneficial appropriation of its 
funds. 

Two of the Society’s beneficia- 
ries have recently been admitted to 
Deacon’s orders by the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop White; making the whole 
number, assisted by your bounty, 
now ordained, eight. Two of 
those who have received assist- 
ance, are now able to proceed 
without it; leaving nine under the 





patronage of the Society. In com- 




















a 


tas 





pone 
Rae : 


oom 


arene 


1825. 


pliance with the resolution last 
mentioned, the beneficiaries have 
been pursuing their studies at the 
Theological School of the Diocess 
of Virginia, and have done much 
credit to that institution, to them- 
selves, and to the Society, by their 
attention to their studies, and the 
correctness of their deportment.— 
For the instructions given them 
by the Professor of Greek and 
Hebrew literature, Biblical Criti- 
cism, and Evidences of Christiani- 
ty, the Board have allowed him 
four hundred dollars. The Pro- 
fessor of Systematic Theology, 
Ecclesiastical History, and Church 
Polity, has rendered his services 
gratuitously, for which the Board 
tender him their sincere thanks.— 
The Directors of the Theological 
School having elected two addi- 
tional Professors, it will be rea- 
sonably expected that a greater 
sum than heretofore should be al- 
lowed for the instruction of the 
beneticiaries; as it is perfectly 
within the intention and object of 
an Education Society, not only to 
provide the beneficiary with the 
means of support, but also with 
the means of instruction. 

The Board have the pleasure to 
state, that seven female Auxiliary 
Societies have been formed during 
the past year; one in Leesburgh, 
Va., one in Culpepper County, one 
in Orange County, one in Albe- 
marle County, one in the Chapel 
Congregation, Frederick County, 
one in Hanover County, and one 
in Richmond, Va. Two of the 
former Auxiliary Societies, which 
had become nearly extinct, have 
lately been resuscitated, and pro- 
mise, as indeed do all the others, 
much aid to the Society. There 
are now in all, twenty-one Auxil- 
iary Societies. The average sum 


paid in by the different Auxilia- 


ries, whose contributions have 


been received this year, exceed 
seventy-five dollars. 


The largest 
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sum paid in by any one Auxiliary 
during the year, has been two hun- 
dred and sixty-three dollars; and 
the smallest, fifteen dollars. Al- 
though the sum paid by each in- 
dividual, is small; yet, if the con- 
tributions of the different Societies 
should equal for the year to come, 
those of the year past, the Society 
will be able to support nine addi- 
tional beneficiaries. 

Two patrons have been added to 
the former number, and five life 
members. And here it is due to 


the ladies to state, that four of 


these have been constituted life 
members by their charitable exer- 
tions. It is greatly to be hoped 
that the example will not be lost 
upon others, Several valuable le- 
gacies have been obtained. The 
Library of the Society has received 
a number of valuable donations, 
which we deem it our duty here 
to record. From Clement Brooke, 
Esq. of Prince George’s Co. Md. 
fifty-seven volumes of old and rare 
works; from the Rev. Charles P. 
Mcllvaine, twenty volumes; from 
the Rev. E, Allen, twenty-one; and 
eighteen vols. by a lady, through 
Mr. Cairnes; from the Rev. Mr. 
Jackson, Prideaux’s Connexions ; 
and from a friend, Smith’s Ser- 
mons; and from the Hon. Hugh 
Nelson, late Minister to Spain, the 
Antwerp Polyglot Bible, 7 vols. 
folio. ‘The Directors cannot too 
earnestly press upon the members 
and friends of the Society, the im- 
portance of sending to their libra- 
ry such Theological and Religious 
books as they may be able to ob- 
tain, and would, at the same time, 
be useful to the beneficiaries. A 
library is greatly wanted, and 
many an old and valuable Theo- 
logical work may be found in fa- 
milies, where its worth is but lit- 
tle known, and where it is scar: «- 
ly ever used, which would b -. 
acceptable. 
The receipts of the Society ‘ 
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the past year have amounted to 


$2,455. Of this sum, $1,214 have 


been received from the Auxiliary 
Societies. The expenditures have 
been $2,104. There is now in the 
hands of the Treasurer, a balance 
of $422, exclusive of the monies 
paid in this day, which have 
amounted to $673. The Society 
has also seven shares of Bank 
Stock, and notes to the amount of 
$637. 

From the account which the 
Directors have now laid before 
you, you will perceive that the 
Society has been daily gaining 
ground, and that every encourage- 
ment has been given to its friends, 
which could have been reasonably 
expected. The blessings of a 
kind Providence have been show- 
ered down upon them, far beyond 
their expectations—greater  en- 
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they shall not labour and pray for 
nought; if it be not, they do not 
wish it to proceed. 

The following contributions were 
received on the day of the annual 
meeting. 

From the Female Auxiliary Society of 
Hanover Co. Va, by the Kev. J, 


Cook, , oS “Se ae 
Female Auxiliary Society of 
Fredericksburg h, Va. - 35 00 


Female Auxillary Seciety of 
Fredericktown, Md. by the 
Rev. J. Johus, - - 

Ist. Sewing Society, Auxiliary 
to the Education Society, Bal- 
timore, ‘id. by the Kev. Mr. 
Henshaw, ° ° 50 00 

Mr. Wm. Norris, to constitute 
him patron, b do. 100 00 

Subscribers wm reported, by 
ditto, - : . 250 00 

Hon. Gabriel Duvall, to constitute 
him life member, by Rev. Mr. 


36 00 
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Tyng, - - . 50 00 
couragement could not have been |! zachariah Berry, Jr Esq (an- 
asked. | nual subscriber) by do. 10 00 
But in the midst of our prospe- |! Mr. Charles Bowie, do. do. 10 00 
rity, we have to lament the death |! Mrs S.Staler, do. do, 5 0 
(@ of our beloved brother, the Rev. senhuitiche, van” a = + 
. | wie baste ee one the bets he x et Mr. Charles L. Gantt, do. do. 5 00 
| H ' : SiC —_+ this: ciety, — of those |) wr W alter Smith, do. do. 5 00 
vat Mal who were present atits first forma- |) Mr. Benjamin L. Gantt, do. do. 3 00 
aN tion. He was then, as he conti || Communicants’ contributions, do. 17 00 
: f nued to be to the day of his death, || Several Ladies of St. Peters 
., Ay its warm friend and supporter.—|| Church, Montgomery Co. Md, 
Ae Bee It is not here intended to pro-|| » Kiger tr ecg cscs. Rg 
ha uetinneUiedilniie: =ttek etic diet oe J. Keynolds, ann. subscription, | 00 (a 
f ce hh gy. t while we || John ©. Herbert, sq. do. 1000 | 
i cherish his memory, his early de-!| John Thomas, Esq. do. 5 00 > 
i parture from the scene of his la-|) Rev. Mr Carter, do. 1 09 
; bours, admonishes us, his survi-| Rev. Professor Lippitt, do. 5 U9 
ving fellow-labourers, to do what The weather proving very in- 
) we have to do with all our might; |) clement, the Sermon, instead of 
knowing that the night soon com-|/ being preached Thursday evening, 
| eth, wherein no man can work. was postponed tll Friday night; 
{ In concluding, the Board would |; when an appropriate one for the 
44 take occasion earnestly to solicit |) occasion, was preached by the f 
it of all the members and friends of || Rev. John Johns, of Fredericktown, = | 
; the Society, their fervent prayers |) at St. Johns Church in this City, 4 
+ for its success. Without his bles-|) from Proverbs, xi. 30.— Zhe fruit 4 
ag sings, they feel that they shall la- | of the righteous is a tree of life; sy 
Hie bour in vain. “Paul may plant]) and he that winneth souls, is wise— He 
ie and Apollos water, but God must|! After which a collection was made ¥ 


i give the increase.” If the cause || in aid of the funds of the Society, 
be God’s, they are assured that || amounting to $50. 
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The Secretary returns his}; Mrs Arny, . «ee OO 
thanks to those gentlemen and la- || MTs. E- Colston, of Berkly, | 10 00 
dies who have kindly furnished | pppoe | arfuarwall wma 1 00 
him with the information asked | 4 pn by Rev, Mr Gurley, 10 00 

for, respecting the Auxiliary So- | Rev. Dr B. P. Aydelotte, Elk- 
cieties.—He will feel himself much Ridge Md., - 5 00 

obliged, if the Secretaries (or || Larkin Dorsey, do. by Dr Ayde- 
some friend) of the following So- || _lette — = , 3 00 

cieties. viz: of Winchester—om ™- - Custis Arlington, annual 
subscriber, - - “ 10 00 


Martinsburgh—of Charlestown— 
of Shepherdstown—of Leesburgh; | 
of Culpepper—of Orange Co.— 
of the Chapel Congregation, Fred- 
erick Co.—of Richmond—and of 
Hanover; will furnish him with | 
the following items of information: | 
Ist. 
2d. 
3d. 


The name of the Society. 
rhe time when formed. 
The names of the President and 


Secretary. | 


4th. the number of members. 
Sth. The different remittances made to 
the Parent Society, 
And 6th, the Post (ffice to which com- | 
miinications may be addressed for the 
Society | 
The Board of managers have it | 

in contemplation to send out to: 


the members of the Society, and | 


its Auxiliaries, occasionally, a 


printed circular, in the form of a} 


tract, and the information asked 


for, on that account, is particular- | 


ly desirable. 


The following contributions to 


the Society, were received previ- | 


ous to the day of meeting, but 


have not yet been acknowledged: | 


' 


From the Auxiliary Society of Charles- | 


' 
' 


| 


town, by Rev. Mr. Jones, $65 U0 
Auxiliary Society of Shepherds- 

town, by do - - 15 00 
A Lady, (a donation) by do. 20 00. 
Auxiliary Society of Norfolk, by 

Rev. George A. Smith, 121 00 
Auxiliary society of Richmond, 150 00 | 
Collecuon in Church at Peters- 

burgh, by Rev. Dr. Wilmer, 61 75 


Aux. Society in Petersburgh, do. 64 87 
Edward Colston, - - - $§ 00 
Mrs. Walter Jones, - - 10 00 
3 subscriptions to Phila. Recorder, 1 50 
Dividend of Bank Stock, - 14 00 
Auxiliary Society of Alexandria, 100 00 
Auxiliary Society of Petersburgh, | 
by Mr. Grammer, ° 68 25 | 











The following are the Auxiliary 
Societies:— 

Female Auxiliary Society of George- 
town —Amount of remittances, $264 66. 

Female Cent Society of St Johns 
Church, Washington, Db. C.—Amount of 
remittances, $114 29, 

Female Auxiliary Education Society 
of Peccowaxen, Charles county, Mary- 
land; tormed October, 1820; President, 
Miss Jane Den’; Secretary, Miss Ana 
Fendall—Amount of donations, $68. 

Female Mite Society of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, Fredericktown, Ma- 
ryland; formed October, 1820; President, 
Mrs. Ann Ritchie; Secretary, Miss Mary 
Ott— Amount of donations received from 
it, $151. 

The Fredericksburg Female Auxiliary 
Education Society; formed November, 
182U; Mrs. Scott, Presiient; Mrs Mc- 
Guire, Secretary—Amount of donations 
received, $151. 

First Episcopal Sewing Society of Bal- 
timore; formed June, 1825; Miss E, 
Young, President; Miss M. Prestman, 
Secretary—Amount of donations, $285. 

Brooklyn Education Society of the 
Episcopal Church.—Amount of dona- 
tions, $120, 

The Female Education Society of A- 
lexandria, D. C.; formed April, 1824; 
Mrs. Potts, President; Mrs. Lowe, Sec- 
retary—Amount of donations $214, 

The Auxiliary society of Petersburgh; 
formed August, 1424; Mrs. Syme, Ist 
Directress; Miss Allison, Secretary—A- 
mount of donations received, $263: 

Albemarle Female Auxiliary Educa- 
tion Society; formed January, 1825; Mrs 
Eliza Nelson, President; Mrs Littleford, 
Secretary—Amount of donations, $43. 

Female Episcopal Society of Norfolk; 
formed March, 1825; Mrs Read, Ist Di- 
rectress; Mrs O. Smith, Secretary.—A- 
mount of remittances received, $121; 
from a former Society, $180. 

Female Auxiliary Society of Winches- 


'| ter; formed 1824—Amount of remittan 


ces received, $134. 
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Female Auxiliary Society of Martins- 
burgh; formed 1824; Mrs Locke, Secre- 
tary—Amount received from it, $27. 

Female Auxiliary Society of Charles- 
tewn; formed, 1824—Amount of remit- 
tances, p05. 

Female Auxiliary Society of Shep- 
herdstown; formed 1824--Amount re- 
ceived from it, $15. 

Female Auxiliary Society of Lees- 
burgh; formed 1825--Amount of remit- 
tances not ascertained. 

Female Auxiliary Society of Culpep- 
er; formed 1824.—Amount received 
rom it, $45. 

Female Auxiliary Society of Orange 

eounty,—Amount received not known. 

Female Society of Chapel Congrega- 
tion, Frederick county—Amount of re- 
mittance, $83. 

Female Society of Richmond, Va.— 
Amount of Remittance, $150. 

Female Auxiliary Society of Hanover. 
Amount remitted, $50. 


LIFE MEMBERS, 
Col. John Tayloe, Washington, D. C. 
*Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Richmond, Va. 
*Rey. Dr. Balmain, Winchester, Va. 
‘Rev. Mr. Keith, Alexandria, D. C. 
John T. Stoddert, Esq. Charles Co. Md. 
*Horatio C. McElderry, do. 
Mrs. Eliza Custis, Georgetown, D. C. 
Churchill Jones, Esq. Fredericksburgh, 
Virginia, 
Arthur John West, Esq., Prince Geor- 
ge’s County Md. 
Rev. J. P_ Bausman, Brownsville, Pa. 
D. F. Magruder, Esq-., Baltimore, Md. 
Thomas Barber, Esq., do. 
Rev. C. P. McIlvaine, West Point, N. Y. 
Rev. John L. Bryan, Frederick Co., Md. 
John Tappan, Esq., Boston, Mass. 
Rev. Andrew Syme, Petersburgh, Va 
Rev. Dr. Wilmer, Alexandria, D. C. 
*Rev. Oliver Norris, do 
Hon. Gabriel Duvall, Prince George’s 
County, Md. 


Subscriptions which were to be 
paid in three equal annual instal- 
ments. 


J. Clark, Baltimore, 

Wm. Jessup, do. 

Dennis Magruder, do, 

George Warner, do. 

Michael Warner, do. 
Jeremiah Williams, Georgetown 
Dr. Thos. Henderson, do. 


*Those marked are deceas’d. 
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Charles A. Burnett, do. 40 00 
Darius Clagett, do. 40 00 
Wm. Hayman, do. 40 00 
John Marbury, do. 15 00 


These subscriptions having been no- 
ticed at the time they were made, it 
was thought not necessary to notice the 
payment of the instalments as they were 
sent in. 
Annual Subscribers of $10. 

Obed Waite, Esq. 

Strother Jones, Esq. 

Garland Thompson, Esq. 

Walter C. Winston, Esq. 

Mrs. Mary Custis, 

J. C. Herbert, Esq. 

Zachariah Berry, Jr., Esq. 

Mr. Charles Bowie. 


Annual Subscribers of $5. 
Daniel Lee, Esq. 

Mr. Magill, 

Mr. Handy Tucker, 
Mr. Edward McGuire, 
Rev. Mr. Steel, 

Dr. Isaac Winston, 
Wm. M. Thompson, 
Alfred H. Powell, Esq. 
Miss Sarah Stuart, 

P. A. L. Contee, 
*Thos. Jennifer, 

Wm. Ramsay, 
Richard Smith, 

D. Sprigy, 

Elie Beattie, 

F. Anderson, ' 

R. C. Ragan, 

Rev. Geo. Lemmon, 

¥. Tilghman, 

Rev. John Johns, 

Mrs. S. Slater, 

Dr. Richard Duckett, 
Grafton Tyler, 

Charles L. Gantt, 
Walter Smith, 

John Thomas, Esq. 
Rev. Prof. Lippitt. 
Annual Subscribers of $3. 
John P. Ingle, 

Larkin Dorsey. 
Annual Subscribers of $2. 
Smith Travers, 

Daniel Murray, 





Rev. H. Nelson Gray. 
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Annual Subscribers of $1. 
Rey. Benj. Allen, 

Rev. Stephen H. Tyng, 
Rev. G. B. Shaeffer, 

Rev. B. P. Aydelotte. 
Rev. Wm. Lee, 

Rev. Grandison Aisquith, 
Rev. Ethan Allen, 

Rev. Lucius Carter, 

Rev. Mr. Reynolds, 
George Johnson, 

Dr. Humphrey Peake, 
Wm. Woodard. 
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In giving insertion to the following in- 
teresting Address of Bishop Hobart to 
the Convention of his Diocess, on the 
18th ult. together with the subjoined re- 
solutions, we would remark that the kind 
and affectionate language of the Address 
is such as must be gratifying to all who 
know the intimate relation of a Bishop 
and his Clergy. And, while we admire 
the zealous exertions of the Bishop in 
behalf of the Church, we must dissent 
from the unqualified expression of appro- 
bation of his conduct; especially in re- 
gard to the Ohio Seminary and the Ame- 
rican Bible Society.—-[ Ed. 


It is with feelings which truly it is 
not in my power to express, that I 
again find myself in the midst of you; 
do let me thus call you with no com- 
mon emphasis—my beloved breth- 
ren of the clergy and laity —Thanks 
to God for that protecting provi- 
dence which has brought me to you; 
and who graciously enables me to 
enjoy the delightful satisfaction of 
seeing my clergy assembled, with- 
out the alloy, that death has taken 
away any of their valued number. 
We mourn indeed the affecting 
stroke that has removed from the 
sphere of ministerial usefulness on 


which they had entered since my 


departure, some young servants of 
our heavenly Master, who were in 
every view, of the highest promise. 

But I again press to the bosom—I 
have felt it—of mutual affection; 
again take with the hand of warm 
congratulation, the clergy whom I had 
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left, whom I had often seen in this sa- 
cred place. I knew not their full hold 
on my heart till I was separated from 
them and again united tothem. EF also 
see the revered and honoured Lay- 
men whom I have been and am 
proud to call my friends, to denom- 
inate them with an appellation that 
still more endears them to me, the 
Friends of the Church; the Zion 
whom they and I ought, and I trust 
do supremely love; not as the mere 
religious party with which we are 
fortuitously cast, but as the deposie 
tory and dispenser of the truths of 
salvation. 

The assembling ‘on these occa- 
sions of the Laity, to aid and support 
their Bishop and their Clergy in 
those ecclesiastical measures that 
fall within their province; I have 
ever considered as, under God, one 
of the best securities of the union 
and prosperity of our Church—one 
of the strongest pledges that she en- 
joys the confidence of her members, 
and a powerful earnest of, and ex- 
citement to, all those exertions by 
which that prosperity is to be secured, 

Welcoming, most cordially wel- 
coming, from these considerations, 
to these ecclesiastical meetings, my 
brethren of the Laity, long may we 
be gratified by their presence. 

But my heart delights to think 
that their present assemblage I may 
regard in some degree, as an evi- 
dence of the affectionate interest 
which they take in their Bishop; in 
one, who, proud, unaffectedly, and 
deeply proud of every manifestation 
of their attachment, now recalls 
many, many periods in which he 
has bee: aided by their counsel, 
strengthened, powerfully strengthen- 
ed by their support, animated by their 
confidence, and solaced by their 
friendship. 

My brethren of the Clergy and 
Laity, my feelings would fain pour 
out themselves in words, but truly, 
(there is no affectation here,) words 
do not come adequate to my feelings 
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of respect, of affection, of gratitude; 
yes, gratitude for your confidence, 
for your kind estimation of my ser- 
vices, for your indulgence to my 
failings, for the sympathetic and 
deep interest and prayers that mark- 
ed my departure and my absence, 
for the heart cheering greetings that 
welcome my return. 

But I can say, and I must say 
that I honour, that I esteem, that I 
love you. And do, I beseech you, 
carry with you to your congrega- 
tions and your fellow-churchmen, 
the expression of my gratitude for 
all the interest which, in various 
ways, they have so strongly mani- 
fested for their absent Bishop. 

Tell them that he comes grateful 
indeed, for hospitalities and atten 
tions abroad, and admiring much 
that he has seen, especially in the 
land of his fathers; but prizing al! 
that he lefi b hind, more, he would 
almost say, infinitely more than when 
he went away; loving his Church as 
the purest and best, however as yet 
humble, among the Churches of 
Christendom; and why should he 
not, for once in his life, mingle with 
his public acts as a Christian Bishop, 
his sentiments as a citizea, loving 
his country as the best and happies’, 
because the freest upon earth — 
Tell them that he comes with reno- 
vated desires to serve them—to do 
his duty to the beloved diocess of 
which he has charge. Of that dio- 
cess, to say the least, so important 
in the general relations of our Zion, 
it delights him to know that, during 
his absence, harmony and zeal and 
delicate attention to his supposed 
wishes and feeling, marked all your 
united and separate measures. It 
delights him to find so many eviden- 
ces of its prosperity in the numerous 
representations which already meet 
him, of persons to be confirmed, of 
new congreyations to be visited, and 
of new Churches to be consecrated. 
And above all, it delights him to 
know, that with zeal for all those 
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externals of our Church, which God 
has made the safeguards of her 
spiritual principles—those great 
principles which constitute the Gos- 
pel, which that Church professes in 
it. greates purity, the power of God 
unto salvation, are the animating 
guides of the public instructions of 
the Clergy, and I humbly hope, 
duly prized by the people to whum 
they miunister. 

Even if the period since my ar- 
rival had been long enough for the 
purpose, the circumstances follow- 
ing that arrival, of which you musi 
be aware, have so excited and en- 
grossed my feelings as not to ad- 
mit of my gaining that information 
which would enable me to present 
to you in detail the state of the dio- 
cess; a gratification to which I look 
forward, God willing, at some future 
opportunity. 

The bu-iness ofthe missio ary de- 
partment has, during my absence, 
been conducted with great abilty by 
the comm: ttee to whom it is confided. 

I must however, earnestly press, 
from a conviction of its supreme im- 
portance, your zealous and perse- 
vering efforts to keep up and in- 
crease the missionary fund, by means 
of which the truths and ordinances 
of the gospel as professed by our 
Church, have been dispensed to so 
many who were destitute of them. 
Tie duties of the standing commit- 
tee also, which my absence increas- 
ed, have been most ably discharged. 
Nor let me omit for myself, and I 
am confident for you, the warm ex- 
pression of gratitude to several of 
my brethren of the episcopacy, for 
their services in this diocess, and 
especially to my long known and 
valued brother of the diocess of 
New Jersey, for the numerous offi- 
‘ial acts which, with so much cordi- 
ality and ability, he has performed 
for his absent brother. They will 
long live in our affectionate remem- 
brance. 





My heart has been often with my 
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diocess; and particularly on those in- 
teresting occasions when my vene- 


rable ‘ather an! brethren of the epis- | 


copacy assembled here on the con 
cerus of our general Theological 


Se ninary; which institution, since | 


its organization on its present cor- 
rect 
which provision may be made for 
theovloyical education adequate to 
the wants of the whole Church, 
I had hoped would have engaged 


and impartial principles, by = 


the united and cordial co-operation | 
of every cdiecess, as tt had done ona | 


memorable occasion, the prayers 


and the acts of its highest ecciesias- | 


tical assembly; and of which, (and 
on this point | shall say no more,) 
as the great hope under God of our 


Zion and one of the pr: cipal bonds | 


of us unity, [ have bees, through 
some evil report, its zealous, and I 
think, consistent advocate. 

One thing more, brethren of the 


Clergy and especially of the Laity, | 


—for, engaged as they are in the 
business and cares of the world, 
to them the admonition particular 
ly applies,—continue to love your 
Church as maintaining and profes 
sing the faith once delivered to the 
sain's, the ministry and worship of 
apostolic and primitive times; dis- 
play your affection by devoting, as 
Opportunity offers, your talents, 
yur ivfluence, your time, and for- 
get not, also, the wealth with which 
Providence has blessed you, to her 
extension and prosperity. But Jet 
me deeply impress on you how ut- 
terly vain will be all our affection— 
all our exertions for our Zion, un- 
less, through the agency of the di 
vine Spirit, its sicred truth and min- 
istrations and services come with 
that power on our hearts and lives 
which redeems them from all un- 
holy desires, sanctifies them after 
the divine image of purity and gond- 
ness, and produces the fruits of righ- 
teousness and peace. 

Then, and then only, shall we 


pass through this Zion below to the 
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more blessed Zion above, where, in 
all the powers and the feelings of 
our nature, we shall find the periec- 
tion of truth and the fulness of feli- 
city. God grant of his infinite 
mercy in Christ, brethren, that there 
we may mect and abide for ever. 
_ 

The following resolutions, having 
been reported by the committee, 
were adopted by the Convention; 
Bishop Hobart having retired, and 
the Rt. Rev. Bishop Croes, of New 
Jersey. being in the chair. 


“Resolved, That this Convention re- 
turn their most fervent thanks to Almigh- 
ty God, for His kind Providence in pre- 
serving their Bishop during his absence, 
in restoring his health, and in bringing 
him in safety, to the bosom of his family, 
to the embraces of his friends, and to 
the cordial and ardent welcome of his 
diocess 

Resolved, That this Convention have 
undiminished confidence in their Bishop; 
in the rectitude of his principles, in the 
purity of his motives, and in the eleva- 
tion of his character; and that they are 
happy in bearing their testimony to the 
soundness of his policy, and the correct- 
ness of his proceedings, whether within 
the sphere of his own diocess, or in the 
concerns of the Church at large: ‘ 

Resolved, That this Convention parti 
cipate most heartily in the sentiments 
expressed by their Bishop, in regard to 
the general Theological Seminary, and 
are happy that they have always seen in 
him the firm, the dignified, and the con- 
sistent supporter of its rights and best 
interests 

Resolved, That this Convention have 
heard with feelings of inexpressible love 
and reverence, the dignified and affec- 
tionate address delivered by the Bishop; 
and reciprocate, with unrestrained cor- 
diality, the kindness and tenderness 
manifested both in its sentiments, and in 
its delivery; and that they will ever re- 
tain a remembrance of the hallowed 
scene presented by this assembly and its 
head, overpowered by their mutual emo- 
tions, as an additional pledge of personal 
love towards himself, and of union with 
each other.” 


==_ 
ORDINATIONS. 


On the 30th ulto. in Philadelphia, Mr. 
Greensbury W. Ridgely was admitted to 
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the holy order of Deacons, by the Right | 
Rev. Bishop White And on the Ist ult 
at Belleville, N. J., the Rev. Matthew 
Matthews was admi'ted to the order or| 
Priests, by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Croes. 


MACKINAW MISSION. 

We | «+e been faxvoured with the 
perusal of a letter from one of the | 
teachers at the Mackinaw station, | 
dated April 30, 1825. 7 he writer | 
entered the school in November | 

} 
| 





last, at which time, the ‘boys were | 
about 69 in number, 35 of them be 

longing to the Mission family. Toe! 
arrangements had been made, and | 
the regulations of the school estab- | 
lished, previous to his arrival. The | 
boys, however, bad been in the, 
family but a few months, and when | 
first received they were wholly ig- | 
norant of the Enelish language, and | 
had no knowledge of religious | 
truth. Add to this, that the sup-| 


ply of books bas, as usual, been | 
greatly deficient; and some estimate | 
may be formed of the embarrass-| 


ments under which a teacher of In- 

dian children must labour. 
“During the first quarter, and at! 
the examimation. there was nothing | 
very particular for us to report, on- | 
| 


ly that the scholars hac made gaod | 
Improvement, and that their con- 
duct had geverally been commen | 
dable. At the commencement o! 
the second quarter, I prepared a) 
paper with the names of all my 
scholars on it, and a place to set | 
the nu: ber of verses committed, one | 
for credit marks, one for late at- 
tendance, and another for bad con. 
duct. This paper was fastened up- 
on the wall, in a conspicuous place, 
exposed 10 the view of all who en- 
tered the house. The thing seem- | 
ed to have a very good effect on 
most of the scholars, and to create a 
kind of rivalship between the male 
and female departments, Many of 
the children were anxious to excel. 
By this time many of the children 
that entered the family between the 


| 
| 
| 
} 
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| 
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time that the school opened, (Octo- 
ber, 1823.) and the following Au- 
gust, began to spell in any partof the 
spelling book, to read with facility 
in easy readings, and many of them 
to write a legible hand.—About the 
middle of the quarter, the first class 
in the female school, (being more 
than twenty in number) sent a chal- 
lenge to the first class in the boys’ 
school, to spell with them. ‘The 
challenge was accepted—and the 
lesson proposed was the 19th Table 
in Webster’s spelling book.—The 
lesson was new, and the time to pre- 
pare for the contest, only three 
hours, and that mostly occupied 
with other studies. But in spel- 
ling about fifty words, twenty boys 
only missed seven words, and the 
girls only four. The boys, on 
finding themselves beaten, sent 
back another challenge to spell on 
trial for a week together. This al- 
so was accepted, and they went 
through the week, lesson after les- 
son, with missing only about fifteen 
words in the boys’ school, and 
twenty in the girls’, Some of the 
younger boys, seeing the strife, 
caught the flame of ambition, com- 
menced the same lessons, and went 
on day after day, without missinga 
single word. This was reported 
to brother Ferry, and as a reward 
for this diligence he promised each 
of the boys in one class (being six 
ia number, who came from the In- 
dian country, destitute of any knowl- 
edge of letters, last July,) a Bible, 
provided they would spell from the 
nineteenth Table in Webster’s spel- 
ling hook through to the proper 
names Three of the boys and one 
girl, that entered the school at the 
same time and under the same cit- 
cumstances, obtained the reward, 
and the other three boys missed 
only one or two words apiece. At 
the examination at the close of the 
second quarter, I had the satisfac- 
tion to see and report, that children 
who could scarcely read in two syl- 
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lables when I commenced, could 
now read intelligibly in the Bible, 
and spell with facility in any part of 
Webster’s spelling book, and write 
a legible hand. Also, that some 
few could pass a good examination 
in Aritnmetic, Grammar, and Geo- 
gra; »hy. And besides all this, that 
in the school during the last quar- 
ter, there had been committed to 
memory, and recited in the school, 
5,257 verses in the Bible and bibh- 
cal questions. This is the report 
of the male department, and the te- 
ma'e department is equally inter- 
esting. 

From the present appearance, 
the Mission is gaining more and 
more the cenfidence of the people 
We have now filty children, and 
could have fifty more, if we could 
accom:nodate them. But neither 
our means of support, nor accommo- 
dations will justily such additions to 
our number, Yet it is truly painful || 
to be under the necessity of refusing 
the means of life and comfort to 
perishing souls, when this is our 
professed object in this place. O! 
when will the church awake to the 
interests of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom, that the word of life and salva- 
tion may be sent to the thousands of 
immortal beings who are now per- 
ishing without ‘knowledge and with- 
out hope. 

W hen we consider that this is the 
seat of the Indian trade, the resort 
of thousands yearly, the place that 
must and will give character to all 
the surrounding country, and conse- 
quently the channel through which 
all moral and religious instruction 
must be sent to these perishing 
souls, we feel that our Mission is 
inseparably connected with the in- 
terests of the Redeemer’s kingdom 
in this place. And may the Lord 
give us wisdom and grace to make 
our labour subservient to his glory 
and the good of souls.” 

[ Religious Intelligencer. 
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Obituary. 


In presenting our readers with an 
Obituary of the Kev Otrver Norats 
we have recourse to a sermon preached 
on the occasion of his death, by the Kev, 
Wm. Meade, The extract which we 
make, contains also, the address to th 
bereaved flock of our lamented brother 
which is so blended with the narrative, 
that a separation could not be conveni- 
ently made.—({ Ed, 


My brethren, a man of God,a 
minister of Jesus Christ, has been 
amongst you. In the midst of you 
ibas he dwelt for the last twelve 
ivears. He came here as the em- 
bassador of the great King of Kings, 
bcaring a message of great impor- 
tance to yoursouls. It was an offer 
of peace and reconciliation with your — 
offended God, with the dread alhter- 
ative of his everlasting judgments, 
ii that offer was rejected. The em- 
bassador has done his duty, has de- 
i livered his message, and has re- 
‘turned, Hts Sovereign has sudden- 
| ly recalled him, and be has gone to 
| 





give an account of the manner in 
which he has dehvered his message, 
and the reception which you have 
given to it. The proper mode 
of commemorating his residence 
‘among you, and his departure 
hence, is to make the solemn in- 
quiry, how each one has received 
his ministry, and what account is to 
be given in at the great day.— 
My duty is to aid you in such in- 
quiry, by reminding you of himself 
and his ministry amongst you, and 
thus leading you to a serious self- 
examination. As to himself, I take 
a sacred delight in saying that I 
knew him well, and have known him 
long. We loved each other with 
the affection of brothers. The time 
of our first love was the same. It 
was, I trust, the same holy fire from 
above which warmed our hearts and 
melted them into one. Together 
did we enter upon the high and hal- 
lowed duties of the sanctuary, and 
often delighted to trace the leadings 
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of one gracious Providence, con- 
ducting us into the kingdom of his 
Grace, and into the mmistry of the 
everlasting Gospel. Our dear 
brother’s conversion unto God, and 
call to the ministry, was no dubious, 
uncertain thing. Huis prejudices 
agaist the Gospel were the deep 
rovted prejudices of that “carnal 
mind which is enmity against Gud.” 
His aversion to our church and its 
ministry, Wes that of birth and edu- 
cation. lo Opposition to these, in 
opposition to his own efforts to flee 
from God end the ministry, he was 
coustrained by a Superior Power to 
bow be ore the Cross of Christ, con- 
fessing himself a ruined sinner; and 
scarce were his confessions heard, 
and his pardon granted, before he 
felt necessity laid upon him topreach 
the Gospel; yea, woe be unto ine, he 
cried, if | preach not the Gospel. 
In due time, with a heari overfluw- 
ing with love. he entered upon the 








labours of the ministry, «hich to him | 
were labours of love, and ever after | 


formed kis business and di light. 
For some years he laboured amidst 
the highways and hedyes of a coun- 
try parish, in a neignbouring State, 
where his affectionate manners. 
laborious services, and faithiul 
preaching, so endeared him to a 
grateful people, that it was with the 
ulmost difficulty that he could be 
torn lrom their embraces, and where 
he will ever be remembered and 
loved, while any survive who once 
‘sat beneath the sound of his voice. 
About tweive years since, the Pro- 
vidence of God conducted him to 
the sacred place where 1 now stand, 
and appvuinted him to minisier unto 
the congregation which I now ad- 
dress. In this place and to this as- 
sembly, I need uot speak of him; 
for although he will stand here no 
more, and is no longer your living 
pastor, yet, in fond remembrance, 
himself and his virtues will ever re- 
main: and according tothe command 
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tinue to be your effectual minister. 
1 will only say what you all well 
know, and deeply feel, that there 
was much, very much indeed, in 
the character and deportment of 
our beloved brother, most worthy of 
affectionate remembrance; whether 
we view him as a man, a christian, 
or a minister. He possessed ap 
open, friendly, affectionate dispesi- 
tion; to which his countenance, voice, 
manner and whole conduct, happily 
corresponded, and which could not 
fail to make him warm friends where- 
ver he was known. It is impossible 
to forgetsucha man; his virtues. must 
ever remain depicted in vivid 
colours before the eves and hearts 
of his friends. But I am speaking 
as I did not design. I mean no 
such eulogy of the deceased, as 
shall even seem to countenance the 
adulation too often paid to the living 
as well as the deceased. God for- 
bid that I should speak in such a 
manner of this or any other poor 
brother in sin, as to contradict the 
word of God, which represents all 
men as sinners, even in their best 
esta'e. The Spirit of my deceased 
brother would rebuke me for thus 
preaching against his uniform testi- 
mony to you. His only hope of 
acceptance, was through Jesus 
Christ, the sinner’s friend— 

* For he was frail as you or I, 

And evil felt within— 

But when he felt it, heaved a sigh, 

And loath’d the thought of sin.” 

I theretore, breturen, turn from 
himself to his ministry among you; 
aid I entreat you to remember 
your minister so as to fu.low his 
txith and consider the end of his 
conversation. I forewara you, that 
you may have many fond recollec; 
tions of him; your hearts may 
melt, and your eyes may weep 
at the thought of his kind words, 
his gentle manners, his affectionate 
looks, his persuasive accents, and 
yet you may not remember him 








of my text, he will, 1 trust, still con- 


aright—you may not follow his faith 
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or attain to the end of his conversa 
tion; and his mimstry (dreadful 
thought) may be the ministry of 
death to your immortal souls. 
Remember, theretore, my hear- 


ers, that for the last twel: e years our | 


deceased brother has stood where I 
stand, and as the minister of Jesus 
Christ, preached unto vou the word 
ot God. Here did he stand taking 
heed unto himself and to his doctrine, 
continuing in them to the last, in 
the blessed hope of saving himselt 
and those who heard him. Here 
did he stand Sabbath after Sabbath, 
as the embassador of God, beseech- 
ing you to accept the most gracious 
offers of pardon and be reconciled 
to your offended Maker. 


God, and out of it preach the threat- 
enmes ol the law and the promises 
ofthe Gospel. Here. in fine, did he 
declare to you, hunestly and faith- 
fully, the whole of that revealed 
truth which God 1s pleased to make 
the iustrument of salvation to all 
those who hear and obey it. 

And now, brethren, let me ask. 
how have you received him? I do 
not ask how kindly have you receiv- 
ed him into your houses; | have no 
doubt of you as to that: you would 
be worse than savages nut to have 
received such a man with open 
arms. 1 ask a higher question. 
How have you received his divine 
message into your hearts, and what 
are you benefitted by his ministry? 

Are there not those before me 
this day, who have heard him a 
thousand times offer them pardon 
from the King of Kings, and entreat 
thei to return to him and live? 
Have they not a thousand times 
heard him, with the solemnity of a 
duly authorized minister of God, 
assure them that if they reject the 
offer made through him, the insult- 
ed Sovereign of the World would 
in his righteous anger, seize them 
in their rebellion, and banish them 
to some dark and dismal region, 





Here did_ 
he read to you the blessed book of, 
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whence they should never escape, 
but evermore lift up their eyes in 
torment? And are there not those 
before me, who have a thousand 
times turned a deaf ear to all his en- 
treaties and warnings; hardened 
their hearts against all the gracious 
offers of God, and who are to this 
day living in utter neglect of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ? O, my 
careless hearers, how 1 tremble for 
you! How I tremble to think that 
all these sermonsof a faithful preach- 
er, and the preacher himself, will 
rise up against you in the day of 
judgment, when God will demand 
why you obeyed not his word and 
ministers! Believe me, or rather 
believe the word of truth, it was God 
himself who spake to you by the 
voice of his minister; it was God 
whom you rejected, and to God 
must you answer for your conduct, 
Let me beseech you, therefore, en- 
deavour still to profit by that minis- 
try, which, though it has ceased 
among you, may be remembered 
and obeyed, to the salvation of your 
souls. Strive to realize the prayer 
and hope of your dying friend; and 
let his death accomplish what his 
life attempted in vain, Call to mind 
what he has so often preached, still 
hear his tender and pathetic voice 
entreating you to be saved; and be- 
hold that countenance which ever 
beamed with holy affection towards 
you, and yield your hearts to that 
religion which he thus wooed you 
to embrace. Be like that son in the 
Gospel, who, when first commanded, 
refused to go, but afterwards went 
and performed his Father’s will, 
and you will still be accepted. Else, 
my hearers, I tell you this day, that 
all our brother’s warnings and en- 
treaties will not only be lost upon 
you, doing no good to your souls, 
but will be so many eternal stings 
and upbraidings to your guilty con- 
sciences and tormented souls in the 
regions of wo. 

But it was not only or chiefly as 
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a faithful public preacher that he 
deserves to be remembered by you. 
—He excelled still more there, 
where so many fail, in the more 
private duties of his office, in a con. 
tinual and affectionate intercourse 
with all his people, visiting them 
from house to house, and making 
full trial of his ministry in all those 
ways which have been found so 
effectual for promoting true piety 
in a congregation. Our deceased 
brother was both by wature and 
grace uncommonly qualified for 
this department of ministerial duty. 
His affectionate disposition and 
pleasing address made it both natu- 
ral and easy for him to associate 
much and freely with his people. 
He was intimately acquainted with 
all his people, and was truly that 
good shepherd who knew his sheep 
and was known by them; for he 
loved them dearly. It was impos- 
sible for a people net to love a 
minister who was so feelingly alive 
to all their concerns, rejoicing m 


their joys, and sorrowing in their |} 


sorrow, and always endeavouring to 
lead them through their joys and 
sorrows into the heavenly kingdom. 
Indeed, my hearers, when I think 
upon this striking trait in the charac- 
ter of your deceased minister, and 
how few ever equalled him in this 
respect, I cannot but consider you 
as deeply indebted to almighty God 
for the long possession of such a 
spiritual friend, and that you must 
be more than ordinarily guilty if you 
derive no lasting benefit from it. 
You continually perceived in the 
midst of you, a striking instance of 
the power of religion, not only to 
make a man personally holy, but to 
make him devote all the energies of 
his nature to a constant and zealous 
effort for your salvation; and must 
you not be most criminal if you re- 
sist those efforts, and still continue 
in sin? May J not, fearless of con 

tradiction, ask this congregation, if 
there be one amongst them, who has 
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not experienced many evidences of 
his pastoral fideluy and tenderness? 
Who has ever complained ct neg. 
lect there, where a people are so 
apt to complain? What individual 
so poor, or so obscure, but has res 
ceived a full share of his pesioral 
kindness? Which of you, rich or 
poor, did he ever meet, but affee- 
tion beamed from his eye, and spoke 
from his lips, and was felt in the 
warm pressure of his affectionate 
hand? Which of you ever left 
(though but for a season) his pasto- 
ral care, but he was with you to bid 
a kind farewell aud commend you 
to the care of Heaven; and when 
you returned. was be not the first te 
meet aud welcome you back again? 
Which of you ws ever sick, but 
he was soon at your side; ready to 
comfort you, pray with you, entreat 
you to take it in good part, as the 
dispensation of God, and if there 
was need, to be your tender nurse? 
Which of you was ever in any dis- 
tress of soul, body, or estate, but be 
was tne first tu condole with you aad 
endeavour to make some sniitual 
improvement of your  affiiction? 
Which of his people deparied this 
life, but he was with them, exhort! 

them to due preparation, * ak 
strengthening them for the conflict 
with the lasi enemy and great adver- 
sary’ Ah, how continually was he 
to be found hovering around such 
scenes, and even when it was the 
death of a sinner, still praying, still 
hoping (almost against hope) to the 
very last—watching for some litle 
sign on which to fasten a hope— 
leaving nothing untried whereby he 
might help to snatch an immortal 
being from everlasting torments. 
Once more let me ask, which of 
your dear little children but has 
received his kind attentions, hea 

from his lips some words of counsel 
enjoyed some pastoral instruction, 
suited to their age, and which should 
be remembered and treasured up 
their hearts, so that they may profit 
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by his ministry? And now, breth- 
ren, why do I mention all thes¢ 
things to you who know them s: 
well?) Itis that I may more effect- 
ually entveat you to remember them 
and follow them, and thus be pre 
pared to meet your minister with 
joy and not with grief before the 
bar of God. There you must meet 
and your minister will take some 
part in the transactions of that solemn 
day, some part beside rendering in 
his own individual account. He 
has watched for your souls as one 
who had to give account for them; 
and what account has he to give of 
then? 

©! itis a most dreadful thought 
that the minister who has been to al! 
ef you a tender friend, and mos 
loving pastor, always ready to spend 
and be spent in your service; he who 
has watched over you, praved fos 
you, rejoiced in the hope of your 
salvation, and triumphed in the 
thought of presenting you as his joy 
and crown of rejoicing at the throne 
of Heaven; may be summoned as a 
swift witness against some of you, 
and have no account to give, but o§ 
your sins. An, Oh! shall it be, that 
the voice which ever spoke so ten- 


derly, and could scarce bring itself 


to convey a well merited rebuke, 
shall it be that that voice must bear 
witness against you, and have no ac- 
count to give but of your hard-heart- 
edness, your indifference to religion, 
your neglect of all his admonitions, 
your absence from public worship, 
your violation of the Sabbath and 
disregard of the laws of God; and 
must it say to your angry judge, tha: 
you well deserve his everlasting dis- 
pleasure?—Must those ears which 
could never hear without pain, the 
least evil which had befallen you. 
and always rejoiced at the least 
tidings of good to you, musi they 
hear the appalling words issue from 
the throne of Heaven, *Depart ye 
accursed, into everlasting fire pre- 
pared for the Devil and his angels’? 








And must those eyes which ever 
iooked so benignantly upon you, and 
vere lighted up with joy at behold- 
ing your prosperity, must they see 
you shrinking from before the face 
of your angry judge; and follow you 
is you sink and sink into the dark 
and dismal pit, which must soon 
over you for ever from their view? 
And is it thus you will part? O! 
ves. “There will be mourning— 
taere will be mourning—mourning 
—mourning—around the judgment 
seat of God. Preacher and people 
there must patte-must part--to 
meet no more.” O, my dear friends, 
the bereaved congregation of a 
iauhtal minister, whose chief hap- 
piness was drawn from the hope of 
a happy eternity with you in the 
wresence of Christ, do not endure 
ihe thought of an eternal separation, 
Resolve this day, so to remember 
your minister who has gone, to in- 
sure your re-union and endless feli- 
city with him in the mansions of 
Heaven. Call to mind, and prae- 
ce every good counsel he has de- 
livered from this sacred place. Re- 
collect every word, and look, and 
deed of his which were designed for 
your everlasting good. Offend not 
God by neglecting that bright pat- 
tern of Christian holiness, which he 
has caused to be placed before your 
eyes, and forgetting all those in- 
structions which he caused tobe de- 
livered to your ears. Bring not the 
anger of Heaven upon yourselves 
and children, for a despised ministry. 
As a congregation, commend your- 
selves to the special care of Heaven; 
and pray, earnestly pray for a wor- 
thy successor. Remember his anx- 
ieties for you, on this subject, in his 
last moments, and how earnestly he 
prayed for his dear flock. O! how 
he loved his dear people—stronger 
than death was his love—the pains 
of death could not suppress the 
yearnings of hissoulover you. Re- 
quite his love then, as best you may, 
by following his example and obey- 
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ing his advice. “They mourn the 
dead, who live as they desire.”’ 
Never for a moment separate your 
recollections of him, from the great 
end he had in view—the salvation of 
your souls. “Consider the end oi 
his conversation” «that is, the crown 
of glory, which Jesus Christ, who is 
the same yesterday, to-day and for- 
ever, will give not to him only, but 
to all those who follow his faith. 
This precious Saviour was the con- 
his preaching, his 
hile living, and his 
ation when dying. 
us—none but Jesus— 
were almost his dying words: O! 
may they be life-giving words to all 
who heard them, to all who hear 
them now. O! let me say to you, 
as your minister has doe a thou- 
sand times, and hear me, I pray, as 
tho’ it were himself speaking from || 
the grave; “There is none other 
name given under Heaven among 
men, whereby you can be saved, 
except Jesus of Nazareth.” “If 
any man love not the Lord Jesus 
Christ, let him be accursed.” Love 
him, therefore—trustto him for your 
salvation—follow him thro’ evil and 
thro’ good report, and then he and 
his faithful ministers, instead of 
being your accusers on the. great 
_ day, will meet you with joy, and be 
ever with you in the abodes of the 
blest. 

One word more, and I am done. 
Our beloved brother has left wits 
you some dear memorials of himself. 
He has left three orphan children— 
they are fatherless—they are mother- 
less—but not triendiess—no, no: 
friendless, 1 am sure, while a mem- 
ber of this cougregation lives. Need 
T commend them to your care? I 
know that they have kind relatives 
who will provide for their earthly 
comfort. Had they not, you would 
never let them suffer; | am sure you 
could not, without first erasing from 
your hearts all memory of their 
father. But one thing I must do; I 
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must ask for them the charity of 
your prayers. They have no father, 
no mother, now to beusr them on 
their hearts before a throne of 
mercy. QO! it was this which caused 
a moment’s hesitaulon in their dear 
father’s heart, whether to choose life 
or death. He looked at his poor 
orphans—-he thought of the teuder-. 
ness of their age, the frailty ol theif” 





which he was soon tu leave them, 
without a father, without a mother 
to be their guide; | who could 
wonder that a parent’s heart should 
sink within him, and one wish arise 
tu live for his children’s sake. But 






him, at the thought of the sweet — 
words of God, * ‘Leave thy fathers — 
‘less children to me;” 
them without a sigh. Join then, my 
friends, with the dying parent in this 
‘act of faith. Let each faitiful soul 
in this house thus far adopt these 
orphans, as daily to remember them 
before a throne of grace. Ye pious 
parents, when ye pray for your own 





‘orphans of him who so often re 
;membered you and yours in his 
supplications. Pay back this debt 
of charity to his children, and pray 
that they at last may join their — 
parents in the abodes of bliss. 

And should they ever, in their: 
passage through an unfriendly world, 
| be assailed by the rude hand of ad- 





‘them in any need or suffermg, I 
only ask one thing of you—remem- ~ 
i ber their father; for then I know you 

, will be kind to his children. 


ee 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
“Catholicus” has been received, 
is now under consideration. The a 
count of the “Penitent at Liverpool,” 
is unavoidably deferred to our next null 
ber. The author of “Reficctions 00% 
Sabbath Morning,” is respectfully soli 
cited to continue his communications.— 
_ Remarks on “Rejoicing in ‘1 ribulation,” 





| will appear in our next number. 





nature, and the evil of that world if , 


even that wish was hushed within — 


and he left | 


| children, put up one petition for the — 


| versity; should any of you behold: * 
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